Go 

974.602 

N39s 
1770105 


REYNOLDS  HISTO.RiCAL 
GENEALOGY  COLLECTION 


Go 


ALLEN  COUNTY  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 


1833  01149 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2015 


https://archive.org/details/historicaladdresOOstjo_0 


Historic.!  1  Address^ 


|)i;i.i\i:ki:i)  in  'riii: 
*     CONGREGATIONAL  CHURCH, 

OF 

NEW  CANAAN,  CONN., 

JULY  4th,  1870. 
1W  *Prol".  ^aniuel  Si.  jolm. 

\M  III  .\N  .W'PKNDIX  OF  VAlJ'AlJLi;  II  IS     (UK  A  L  INI'olIM  N'l  ION  (  ( »M  I'K  ISI  N'(  i  A  LIS 
t  >r  niF.  TOWN   CFKIiKS.  'l  lli:  SKI.KCT.MI'N,  TUK  IH )S  jM ASTKlts.  i  lli;  l;i;i'Iti;- 
SENTATIVES,  l.lU):\r  THK  OlUiAN IZATION  Ol'    TIli:    ToWN    IN  IM'I.     U.SO  \ 
LIST  OF  SOFDIKUS  WHO  SKUVi;i>  IN  TIIK  WAK  FOK    llli:    I'MoN.  \M- 
AN  OlUTFAltY  OF  PUOF.  sr.  JollN.   KKS(  )I.l  ■!  IONS    J  li 


THE 

lWBERRY 
LIBRARY 

M:\V  CANAAN.  CONN. 


•  CD  "-ij 
00 

cn 


5  -1  ^ 

3    r  C 

5  ij 


\  <0 


i 


PREFACE. 


So.METiMF.  in  ihe  iiioiitli  of  March  last,  scNci'al  ncii- 
tleiuen  addi'c'ssed  \\\(}  rollowinu'  letter  to  ProlV'ssor  St. 
Jolni  : 

Deai{  Sir: 

The  uiidevsigiu'd,  your  iicij^liboi's  :ni<!  fi  if-iids,  linii]\- 
bcheviiif^'  there  iire  many  iiieideiits  eoimectcd  with  the  or-aiii/.atiou 
and  history  of  our  town  and  its  inhabitants,  tliat  (tcscrve  to  be 
gathered  up  and  j)reservecl  in  some  i)erinan('nt  forin,  and  that  tliis 
( V'litcnnial  year  of  our  (/ountrv's  History  is  ])re-eiiiiiit  iitly  tlic  time 
for  it  to  be  done  ;  and,  furthermore,  tliat  you  are  of  all  otlu  i  s,  ilic 
proper  person  to  perform  this  duty,  do  earnestly  ask  you  ti>  under 
take  the  task,  and  dt^liver  the  sanu^  in  a  i)\ibli('  address  on  tlu  1th 
of  .Inly  next,  or  at  any  other  tinu'  if  more  convenient  to  youis(lf, 
with  a  view  to  its  publication  afterwards. 

A\  ry  Kesjx'ctfully, 

WATTS  COMsrocK, 
STKITIHX  IfOVr, 
EliKNKZKH  .1  IM('H.\IU)S, 
SA:\rd..  K.  LOCKWOOl). 

ja:\iks  :\r.  ('akiu)it.. 
A.  s.  ('(nisrocK, 

.ind  others. 

The  above  lettt'r  was  first  su^-^vste(l  by  the  Ti-esi- 
deiit's  prochiinatioii  wlncli  \Viisissue<l  i)re\ iousIn  .  i-ecom- 
meinhuu'  tliat  some  suitable'  histor\-  be  w  rilleii  id"  eaeli 
town  in  the  United  Stales  duriiii;'  the  fenleiinial  year. 
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And  at  tlic  session  oT  the  I ii'Liislal iirc  of  our  own 
State,  in  Alay,  the  lollow  iiio-  n'solii* 'on  was  atloptcd  : 

Jieso/rci/  1)1/  (his  A.<.<cuih/i/,  That  tlu'  people  of  the  se\ei  :il  low  lis 
ill  iliis  State,  Ix-  canit'stly  recoiniuciKled  to  iiial\e  iiiiiiie(hate  ar- 
ruii^-eincuts  lor,  and  to  ])roi)erl_v  celebi-att'  the  eomiii-  Ceiih  iiiiial 
l^ourtli  of  -hily  in  Iheii-  several  toNViis,  and  to  take  action  at  that 
tiiiH!  in  vcj^ard  to  the  ])re})aration  of  statistics  of  re\ olut  ioiiar\  ami 
('Cntcnnial  History,  as  siio-i^csted  in  tlie  (loxcrnor's  M<  ssa-c. 

No  man  nioro  truly  dcsircMl  tlial  tlicsc  snLincslions 
slioidd  1)0  carriiMl  out.  s;)  I'ar  as  Now  ( 'anann  was  coiKa'rn- 
lmI,  llian  Pi'ol*.  St.  /lolm,  hut  with  that  modosty  so  char- 
acteristic of  t ho  man,  tor  some  lime  ho  hoilatofi  to  nndoi'- 
lakc  tlie  matlor  lilmsidt,  tor  teai'  ho  should  ho  inlorfor- 
ing  with  tlu^  ])r(M'oi;ati\^e  otsome  other  man  or  nion.  and 
oidy  after  llie  most  [lositive  assuraiioo  thai  no  olhor 
name  hut  liis  had  heon  sn^u'^-estod  hy  aiiyhoiiy,  and  ihal 
no  other  person  wouhl  attempt  llio  du1\  it  ho  would 
consent,  he  i^axc  his  promise  to  oompK. 

How  well  and  tailhtull}'  he  portormo(|  thai  ilulw  iho 
unanimous  a))))ro\al  ol*  iho  mulliludo  who  ihroiiLiod 
around  iiini  on  the  day  ot  its  d(di\-orv.  and  iho  ooniont^ 
of  the  tollowin^u' pau'es  tully  attest. 

It  was  to  him  most  (^nijiliatically  a  lahoi'  (»t  lo\'o  :  his 
de^'otion  to  tho  host  intiM-ests  ot  his  native  town  was 
nnbounded,  and  the  manner  in  which  ho  has  atlostod 
that  h)ve  din'inij,-  tho  last  twoidy  years  ol'  hi^  lil'o.  i> 
known  and  read  ot  all  men. 

He  has  gi\-on  tullv  ami  ]>ountitully  ot  his  host  inlidloc- 
tualidVorts  tor  our  instruction  and  mental  doliLiht.  ho  has 
o'iven  as  treelv  and  hountitullv  ot  his  limo  and  suh- 
stance  to  promote  our  material  intorosls.  hy  nii^ht  and  hy 


r, 

(lay,  ill  season  and  out  of  sc^ason.  at  the  expense  of  lilc 
and  licaltli  excn.  lie  lias  most  tinl\  "done  wliat  lie 
could.  * 

it  would  l)e  liard  to  lind  any  man  wlio  lias  inoic  truly 
exemplilied  the  lite  (►I'llim.  who  while  on  e;iiih.  "went 
^ihout  doinii;  ii'ood."" 

May  we  (Miiulate  his  \irlues  and  tieasure  his  iiiemo- 
I  V  as  a  saei-e<|  shi'ine. 


ADDRESS. 

l''i:ij.()\v  ( ^iTiZKN.s  : 

In  accordaiH'O  witli  the  recomiiK'ndat ion  ol"  oni'  X;i- 
tional  and  State  authorities,  we  are  a>si"iutile(l  to  cch'- 
l)i'ate  tlie  anniversary  ol' our  Nation's  hinli  :  and  also  to 
gai'ner  up  the  seattered  memorials  of  our  earl\'  local 
histoiy,    or  memoi'able  events,  few  awaken   a  njon; 
lively  euriosity  than  the  oi'ioin  of  eonnnuniiies.     W  hence 
wi^  sprung',  at  what  period,  under  what  circum>tances, 
and  for  what  object,  are  in([uiries  so  natural  that  they 
rise  almost  s})()ntaneously  in  our  minds  :  and  scarcidy 
less  so  in  the  luunblest  than  in  the  most  exalted  of  so- 
ciety.    'Hicy  are  iidimately  coimected  with  our  idnirac- 
tei',  our  hopes  and  our  destiny.    Xor  is  this  strong  pi-o- 
pensity  of  our  nature  attributable  to  the  indulgence  of 
mere   [)ersonal  vanity,    it  has  a  nol)lcr  (jrigin  :  il  is 
closidy  interwoven  with  that  reverence  and  allection, 
with  which  we  regard  our  parents  and  the  patriarchs  of 
our  own  times  ;  with  that  gratitude  with  which  ^\  e  tollow 
the  benefactoi's  of  our  race,  and  with  that  symjialhy 
which  links  our  fate  with  that  of  past  an<l  future  gener- 
ations.    Let  us  stri\e  then,  to  gathei-  u[)  the  fragments 
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of  our  local  liistoi'y,as  rccoi-ds  oi"  Iradiiion  lia\c  prtv^tM-- 
ved  tlieiH,  and  extract  IVom  rciiiotc  cnchIs  thai  iiisiiiir- 
tioii  which  the  \'icissit  udcs  of  hiiiiiaii  lilc  is  ever  press- 
ing homo  upon  us.  The  toils  and  ti'ials  inciiK'iil  lu  in- 
fant settlements,  the  slow  pr()<j,i'ess  ol"  ^wn-v^^Wil 
ell'orts  ;  the  ])atience,  I'orlilude  and  sagacity  h\  which 
obstacles  are  ox'crconie,  the  causes  which  (piickcn  (»)• 
I'etard  their  growth,  these  all  lend  to  iiisliaicl  the  wise 
and  warn  the  rash  and  inipro\  ideni . 

^ri'nnd)nlh  in  his  1!  istoi-y  of  romieci  icni .  (  \' ol .  I .  pa  Lie 
Ilo.)  says  that  in  1()  I0.  "'Mr.  Ludlow  made  a  jtuich-.ise 
of  the  eastern  ])art  of  Xoi'walk  :  ('apl.  I*alnck 
bought  the  middle  pari  of  ihe  town.  "  and  lh:il  '  ;i 
few  families  seem  to  haxe  planted  lliemsehes  in  llie 
town  about  the  time  of  these  pui-chases."'  The  imine 
Norwalk  is  that  of  the  Indians  Xorwalk  liidian>  "  - 
from  whom  Mr.  Ludlow  nn\de  the  purchase,  and  ihe 
land  is  <lesci'ibed  as  lying  between  the  Iwo  ri\i'rs.  the 
one  (billed  the  Noi'walk  and  the  other  the  Soakaluck. 
in  pronouncing  it.  the  "w"'  was  pi-obably  silent,  as  in 
W'arvrick,  in  iOngland,  at  tlu^  pi'i'sent  day.  and  ihe  old 
people  in  our  bo\hood,  I'ctainetl  the  ancient  pronuncin- 
lion,  ■'Xoi-ruck."  The  lii'st  town  I'ecords  d;ile  fiom 
11)5:].  and  are  (•()m])lele  from  that  lime.  There  appi'ai'> 
to  be  no  com])lete  list  of  original  s(Mllers.  but  a  ""'hdile 
of  Lstates  of  Lands  and  AccomodarKuis.""  in  1  (ioo.  con- 
tains nnin\-  famil\-  nann's\\liich  lia\e  siiJl  I'epi'eseiUa- 
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tives  amoiio-  us,  as  A). hoi.  HtMUMlict.  IJowion.  l-ii.-h. 
Ilanroi'd,  KcH'k'r,  Hiduirds,  Sciition.  (St  John.)  Sinilh. 
Taylor,  etc. 

'I'he  original  titK.'  to  llu'  hiiid  was  .h-i-ivcl  iVoni  the 
Indians,  hy  ihrcu'  distinct  (KhmIs.  which  arc  <:ivcn  in  fun. 
to,i;ethcr  with  I'ac-siniih's  of  the  marks  of  the  Indians, 
as  their  sio-iiatures,  in  Ihdi's  Ancient  Historical  Record 
of'Xorwalk,''  })id)lishcd  in  IS  17.  The  liisl  deed  was 
,ii,iven  2l)th  of  l'\d)ruarv,  l(»j().  and  is  as  follows.  "An 
agi'eenient  hetwcnni  the  Indians  of  Xorwalk  and  KoLier 
l.lldlow^  1 1  is  a|i;reed  that  the  Indijiiis  of  Xoi  walk,  foi-. 
and  in  consideration  of  eii;ht  fathom  of  wampum,  six 
eoates,  tenn  liatchets,  te.im  hoes,  tenn  kni\es.  tt'nn 
scissors,  tenn  jewes-harps.  tenn  fathom  Tohackoe.  t hree 
kettles  of  sixe  hands  about,  tenn  lookinu-  _L!las.scs.  lia\'e 
granted  all  the  laiuls,  meadows,  past  urines,  trees,  what- 
soever there  is,  and  <;i'ounds,  between  the  two  i'i\"ers. 
the  one  called  Norw^alk,  the  other  Soakatnck.  lo  liie 
middle  of  said  I'ivers.  from  the  sea.  a  da\  "s  walk  into 
the  country,  to  the  said  Kouer  Lndlow.  his  heir>  oi- 
assi!j.;ns  for  ever — and  that  no  Indian  ov  other  shall 
challenii'e  or  claim  aiiv  u"ronnd  within  the  said  ri\(,Ms  oi- 
limits,  nor  disturb  the  said  Koiier,  his  heirs  oi-  assigns 
within  the  preeimds  aforesaid.  In  witness  whereof,  the 
parties  therennto  have  intei'clianu'eabl\' set i  iheii"  hands. 
Rogei'  Lndlow,  Tomaktn-iio.  Tokaneke.  .\lahachemo. 
Adam  Pi-osewamenos." 


This  deed  was  recorded  in  ihc  hook  of  heeds  ol  Nor- 
walk,  in  the  year  1(')T2  A  second  (KhmI  daied  of 
A})i-il,  I  ()  10,  lor  similar  eonsiderat  ion  of  w  anii»uni.  haldi- 
etls,  lioes,  glasses,  pijx's,  knixcs,  di-illsand  nee(lles,  eon- 
veye(l  to  Daniel  Patrick,  llie  title  IVoin  three  liidians. 
owners,  *Mhe  lands  lying  on  the  west  side  ol"  Norwalk 
river  as  far  \\\)  in  the  conntrv  as  an  Indian  can  go  in  a 
day,  I'roni  snn-risingto  snn-setting  and  lor  the  peace- 
able possession  of  wliich  Mahaceinill  doth  promise  and 
undertake  to  silence  all  opposers  of  the  [unchase.  And 
finally,  Runekingheage,  and  lit'teen  other  Indians.  1)\-  in- 
denture made  loth  i^'ehruary,  Kiol,  conveyed  to  Kidiaid 
Web  and  thirteen  othei's,  ])lantei's  of  Xoiwalk.  lor  tin* 
use  and  behalle  of  said  town,  foi"  the  consideration  of 
thirty  tathom  of  wampum,  10  kettles.  I  o  coates.  10 
payr  of  stockings,  10  knives,  10  hookes.  20  pipes,  1(1 
inuckes,  10  needles,  all  their  lands  known  hy  the  name 
of  Ktinckinglieage,  Rooaton.  hoiuidecl  on  the  east  hy 
land  })urchased  of  Capt.  Patrick,  on  the  west  hy  the 
brook  called  ranipaskeshanke,  on  the  north,  the  Moe- 
hakes  country,  and  on  the  sonth  by  the  sea."  This 
conveyance  covered  the  site  of  New  Canaan,  except 
wliat  was  derived  trom  Standbi'd.  Snhseipient  1  v  the 
title  of  ('apt.  Patrick  of  (Jreenwich.  to  the  lands  on 
the  west  side  ol' Norwalk  ri\er,  was,  on  the  1st  ofJnly, 
1650,  confirmed  to  him  by  the  snrviving  Indians,  orig- 
inal ))ro])rietors  of  the  land.    This  was  in  conse(pu'nce 
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ol'tlie  non-payiiUMit  ol'  juirt  of  oriuiiial  considcr;!- 
tion,  ihr  rccei})!  of  which,  in  fulL  \va^  now  acknowl- 
ed<iv(l.  On  llie  IMi  April,  Kir)!,  M,-.  l.ndlow. 
of  l^iirlielih  who  had  mach'  the  lirst  purchase  ol"  ihc 
huhaiis.  assi<;iKMi  to  Xatliaiiid  \']\\  and  the  rest  of  the 
inhaljitants  ot*  Norwalk  all  his  title,  interest  and  claim  to 
the  j)]anlation  ot*  Xorwalk  and  rvvvy  part  thereof. 

The  townshi})  of  Standord  was  purchased.  Juh'  1st, 
1()4(),  foi'  the  white  settlers,  of  the  Indians,  foi*  considei*- 
ations  similar  to  those  oiven  hy  the  ])ro])rii'tors  of  Xor- 
walk, and  oinl)raeed  a  tiact  of  land,  e.\tendin<i'  from  the 
Uow^alton.  (I'ive  Mile  l\iv(M')  to  the  Mvanos,  and 
runnino-  hack  into  the  country  1 15  miles.  This  co\- 
ered  w  hat  is  now  Stamford,  DariiMi,  a  j)ai-l  of  Xew  Ca- 
naan. I^)undridiJ;(^  Xorth  (^astlcMind  Hoclfoi-d.  In  this 
tract  were  traces  of  tbui' distinct  trihes  or  clans.  In  the 
west.  Myaiio.  deemed  the  most  sa^•a,<i•e  of  all  :  faitliei' 
east  w^as  Wascussue.  Sajzamoi'e  of  Shi])j)an,  and  still 
t'urthei-  (^ast  was  l*iaiiickin,  tlie  Sagamoi'c  of  Hoaton. 
wdio  was  also  one  of  the  <;rantors  to  the  Xorwalk  pur- 
chasei's,  Xortli  of  these  was  i^onus,  Sauamore  of  To- 
quams.  w lio  had  I'eeeived  IVom  his  ancestois  the  wooded 
hills  and  vales  stretchini;-  far  away  to  the  northward 
until  they  merge  in  the  forests,  which  even  the  I'ed 
men  did  not  claim.  Stamford  was  calle(l  l\ip])o\\am. 
and  the  harhor  To(pKim.  Still  latei-,  ahout  1700,  these 
o-rants  of  land  lo  the  Knii'lish  were  conlirme-d  in  an  in- 


stnmuMil  attest(,Ml  by  (ificcii  liidiiuis"  siunat iircs.  The 
SUunfoiMl  1  iidians  scomjiowi'vi'i',  to  \  nvr  caiisi'd  (^on^idcr- 
ii])le  aiiiioyaiicc'  and  anxiety  to  the  w  hite  set  t  Icrs,  iii'coii- 
se(|ueno(y  |)ro])al>ly,  ol'  the  pi'o\ oeat ions  oil ered  th(.'  1 1 Kh- 
ans by  the  Dutidi  tra(h'rs.  who  i"esid(Ml  not  far  west  of 
Stanitbrd.  ^i'he  Norwalk  linbans  apix'jir  to  haxc  been 
remiss  in  layin*:-  ont  tlie  northern  bonnds  ol"  iheir  eon- 
veyanee,  twelve  miles  IVoni  the  sea,  and  re(jnire(l  some 
additional  stimnins,  by  way  of  jn-ollei-  of  lonr  addition- 
al eoats  wdien  that  shonhl  ha\  i'  heen  pen  Iui  iiumI.  A 
considerable  number  of  Indians  eonlinne(l  to  rrsith'  ni 
Norwalk,  and  were  subject  to  the  town  ant hoi-ities,  ex- 
hibiting the  charaetei'isti(^  lack  of  industry  and  thiifi 
belougini;'  to  the  race,  but  neither  the  records  nor  tra- 
dition impute  to  them  any  savage  coiKhicl.  I\e\'.  Mr. 
Hanford,  the  first  minister  of  Noi'walk,  appears  to  huxc 
e\'()ked  the  kindly  regai'ds  of  at  least  one  of  their  nnni- 
Ijer,  I'oi'  in  1690.  "Winnipauk,"'  Indian  Sagiinioi'e  of 
Norwalk,  conveyed  by  deed,  his  '•  Island  lying  against 
l\ow^erton,''  containing  twcMity  aci'es  which  he  aftirnr^ 
he  had  ne\'ei'  by  deed  of  gift  or  saU'  made  over  to  any. 
"but  now  by  this  my  deed.  I  do  gi\"e  il  freely  to  my 
l)eloved  friend  Thonnis  IIanfor(L  senioi'  tninisiei'of  Nor- 
w^alk,  to  ])ossess  and  impro^'e.  to  liiin  and  his  heirs  foi- 
ever."" 

At  the  time  of  tlie  earliest  setthunents  in  what  is  now 
New  Canaan,  the  Indians  had  alnnxt  eiitiindy  disap- 
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l)eare(l  IVoiu  this  pai1  of  tlx'  couiiti-v.  In  tlu'  l.urviiii:- 
gi'ounu  near  to  tlio  old  iiKH^lino-liousc  vcro  Iwo  mavivs 
marked  by  plain  lieadstc.ncs,  wliidi  tradition  a»i«:n('d 
to  Indians.  These,  too'etlier  with  "  Indian  Kocks.  " 
(nearly  two  miles  nortli  ol'iis.)  in  which  aic  cxcaN  at  ions 
uVied  ])y  the  tribes  lor  poundin*;'  theii'  corn,  are  the  onl\- 
relics — (so  far  as  I  can  learn)  ol*  the  forest  laccs  who 
once  dwelt  here.  They  have  jxn  ishe*!.  The  sniall-pox 
desolated  whole  trib(\s  of  them  in  New  i'hiiihind.  bin  a 
mi^htiei-  i)ower,  a  moral  contagion.  \\hi('h  tlic  touch  of 
the  white  maiiseems  to  commuincale,  has  bctra\  ed  ihcni 
into  a  lin_i!;ering  rnin.  ^Idie  feeble  remnants  ol  these  pow- 
erfnl  tribes  diiven  beyond  th(^  Mississippi,  ai'e  crossini;' 
the  Hanks  of  the  Rocky  Mountains.  Thev  lia\'e  hut  one 
more  remove  to  make,  that  is  to  the  l)urial-place  of  i heir 
race.  It  is  a  consolation  to  iislo  know,  that  onr  imme- 
diate aiiccstoi's  did  not  foi'cibly  displace  the  Indians,  but 
respecting  their  claim  to  the  soib  purchased  the  larnU. 
for  what  was  then  considered  an  ade((uale  c()nsideiation. 

The  settlement  of  Stamford  by  the  I^hiiilish  was  be- 
iL;im  in  ]()40.  bv  a  company  of  men  who  had  become 
dissatislied  with  their  circumstanct\s  at  Wet hei'sfudil. 
(/t.,  and  ])y  advice  of  Wev.  Mr.  Davenport,  obtaiiie(l 
from  the  New  Haven  Colony  the  tract  of  land  {Ixdbre 
descri])ed)  lyin^-  west  of  Noi'walk,  which  the  (\»lony 
tlirough  their  agent,  ('apt.  Natiiani(d  'i^u-ner.  had  ju<t 
purchased  from  tlie  Indians.    The  list  of  pioneei's  at 
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the  end  of  1012  eiiil)ra(;('s  51)  numcs.  lirads  of  lUmilics, 
iimoiig  which  wo  rcC()<:irr/.('  sowri'l  which  were  rrprt'- 
seiited  l)y  llu'  early  srtth'rs  of  New  Canaan.  hi  the 
first  c'oinpuny  of  28,  who  canic  to  SlamronL  wi'  lind 
''Matthew  MitchcU."  the  aiice.stoi-  of  [{vv.  .Iiisliis 
Mitchell,  who  was  pastor  of  the  (^)ll^•re<;•a^iollal  ('lunch 
ill  New  Canaan,  from  178!)  to  his  death  in  ISnC). 

The  Stamford  settlenuMit  was  unih'i-  the  jnrisdiciion 
of  the  New  Haven  (.-olony,  whose  Capital  was  Xew  Ha- 
ven where  their  (ieneral  Coni't,  or  Lciiislat nre,  was 
held,  and  to  whieh  Stand'ord  sent  Representatives. 
This  Colony  was  a  rival  of  the  Conneeticnt  (\)l()ny 
wdiose  capital  was  Hartford.  The  people  of  Standord 
were  dissatisfied  with  the  New  Haven  <i;overnni('nt  from 
an  early  period,  and  coidinned  to  have  dissensions  ainoni:- 
themselves  respecting  the  two  jnrisdietions,  hut  in  1  (1 1  1 
the  New  Haven  Colony  submitted,  accepted  the  Char- 
ter, and  acknowdedged  the  ftnpremacy  of  the  Conm^'ti- 
cut  government.  There  appears  to  ha\  e  been  at  ont^ 
time,  a  serious  difference  between  the  people  of  Stam- 
ford and  Norw^alk  respecting  the  town  boundary  at  P'ive 
Mile  River,  due  probably  to  vagueness  in  the  convey- 
ance of  the  Indian  Tianickin.  In  the  town  meeting  at 
.Norwalk,  August  20,  KilK),  it  was  voted  and  agreed, 
"  that  such  men  of  our  iidiabitants  as  do  go  io  cut  hay  on 
the  other  side,  Five  Mile  River,  the  town  will  stand  by 
them  in  tlie  action  to  (hdend  them  aiid  to  bear  an  <'(|nal 


proportion  of  the  (l;una<j;e  they  shall  sustain  on  tliat 
aceomit  ;  aiul  if  they  sluill  be  all' 

the  toAvn  will  take  as  speedy  a  eoursc  as  they  can  lo 
l)roseeute  them  hy  law,  to  recover  their  just  rights 
tovicliin<;'  their  hinds  in  eontrover.sy  :  and  also  thcv 
have  chosen  and  deputed  Mr.  Thonnis  l^'itch  to  no  with 
tlie  said  men,  when  they  <^-o  to  cut  or  away,  to 

make  answer  for  and  in  behalf  ol  the  town  and  the  rot 
to  be  silent."  Two  years  later  they  directed  their  Ivep- 
resentatives  in  the  liCgislature  to  (Mideavor  to  ha\'e 
their  dillerenees  settled  and  to  notify  the  Stamfoid 
peo[)le  of  their  intentions,  ^i'his  does  not  ajjpear  to 
have  been  suecesst'ul.  Hut  in  June  KuO,  the  town  of 
Norwalk  ''voted  and  agreed  that  Mr.  i^'itch  and  Lieut. 
Omstead  and  Daniel  Kellogg,  are  chosen  a  committee 
to  o'o  to  Stamford  to  treat  wdth  the  inhabitants  tluu'e,  to 
see  if  they  and  wa  can  come  to  a  loving  and  neighborly 
issue  and  agreement  about  the  division  ol'  bounds  be- 
twixt them  and  vis,  and  the  said  connnittcH'  is  to  make 
these  propositions  to  the  men  of  Stamford,  eithei-  to 
divide  betwixt  Five  Mile  River  and  Pine  Ibook,  that  is 
to  say,  in  the  middle  betwx^en  both,  or  (dse  to  di\ide 
in  the  middle  between  Saketuk  I'iver  and  the  bounds 
between  Stamford  and  ( ireenwich." 

The  earliest  settlei's  were  i)rone  to  seed;  their  resi- 
dences along  the  coasts,  hence  Xoi-walk  and  Stamford 
sites  alono- the  Sound  shore  were  lirst  taken  up.  As 
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population  iiicrcascfl  jiiid  new  lionics  wcvr  to  l.c  niailc. 
Ill*'  sotllors  naturalh'  t'ollowcil  tln'  wahT  courses  pii'- 
.seutiii<!;  the  more  slielU'i'ed  and  arcrssi l)le  situations, 
lloiice  IVoiii  Noi'walk,  liie  setlleiiiciits  wwc  aloui:-  the 
slopes  on  either  side  of  the  Kowahon  oi-  I'^ivc  Mile 
Uiver,  ])arall(d  to  the  course  taken  hy  tlie  settlers  of 
AViltonand  Hidoefleld  alonu;  the  Xoi  walk  rixci-.  Anioni:- 
the  earliest  hnilt  houses  in  New  Canaan,  a  cluster 

on  "  Claphoard  Hills."  ( )ne  ol'those  is  still  standinii.  the 
residence  of  Mr.  Jain(\s  1\)urnier.  Two  others  iu  that 
innnediate  vicinity  have  heen  destro\-ed  hy  lire  within 
the  recollection  of  many  of  us.  At  Canoediill  also  were 
several  of  the  older  houses,  b'ollowip.i;- mori' clo>el\-  tlie 
WM^stern  slope  of  the  ri\  er,  a  clustei'  of  houses  w  ;is  huilt 
on  the  up])er  part  of  Haines'  l\idi;-e.  amoni;-  which  were 
the  old  residences  of  ( \)1.  r]n()ch  St.  John,  i'dnathan  Lock- 
wood,  Ml'.  Moses  (\)mst()ck.  Mr.  Triah  Keed.  and  Mi". 
Aaron  Comstock.  Three  of  thesc^  ha\'e  heim  denn)lish- 
ed,  one  so  remod(ded  as  not  to  aj)pe.ir  like  an  old  house, 
while  one  remains  essentially  unchan»;ed  in  aspect. 

The  settlers  from  Stamford,  followed  similarly  the 
course  of  the  Xoroton  ri\'er.  as  also,  still  fai'lhei-  west, 
that  of  Mill  Ri\  er.  A  sin^uh^  style  of  architect ure  w  as 
almost  universal,  not  onl\'  hei-e.  hut  throULihont  Xew 
FiUgland,  in  those  days.  The  house  was  of  two  stoi-ics 
in  iron t,  presentinii'  two  (diuihle  cliand)er>.  while  the 
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I'cai'  rool'  .sl()[)C(l  olV  to  the  lici^'lit  ol'scxcii  or 
tVoni  IIk'  gi'ixiiid.     A  iiiussivc  .stone  cl/miicx  was  in  iln- 
cciitiM',  witli  its  liiiiiT  lire-place,  admit  t  inn  l)a<'k-loL:>  and 
I'ore-sticks  I'our  I'eet  loiiu-.  and  .still  Inrnisliinu  warniiini 
room  within  its  "pnnbs  lor  all  the  cliildren.     Here  was 
ponderous  ei'aiie  with  its  assortment  of  tiannnels  of 
varying  leni^lhs  for  j)o1s  and  k(dtles,  the  ir(tn  andiions. 
tonics  and  jjccI  with  its  handle  four  leet  lon^.  termina- 
ting" in  a  largi^  hemispherical    knoh  ;   (this  was  uscil 
foi"  cleanin<i;  oul  the  coals  from  the  hrick  o\imi  which 
occupied  a  })art  of  t  he  deep  recesses  of  the  (»ld  chinnieN  ;) 
the  spider,  the  skillet  t,  the  griddle;  all  oxer  the  open 
(ire.     No  prosaic,  economical  cookiim-stox c  or  ramit' 
had  yet  made  its  appearance.     The  rooms  of  these  old 
time  houses  were  ran^^'ed  around  the   chimney.  The 
kee[)ing  room  and  ]»arlor,  on  eithei'  side,  in  front,  tin- 
latter  with  its  beaufet  displayliii:-  the  lilit teiinu"  pew- 
ter phites  and  pUitters.  and  a  slender  assortment  of  china 
cups  and  saucers;  the  kitchen  in  the   icai'     with  hefl 
rooms  on  either  side — the  hall  in  front,  with  windiuL^ 
stairs  leading  to  chamljers  ahove  :  these  all  connnuni- 
cated  l>y  doors',  so  that  on  festal  occasions,  in  fannlii'.- 
moulded  not  aeeordinuto  the  strictest  seel  of  I  he  Puritans, 
this  ai'raugement  furnished  ample  sco[)e  for  nu'rry  gamo 
and  dancing.     Kut  1  nuist  lea ve  t he  gai'i  et .  w  ith  its  fes- 
toons ofdriecl  a})ples  and  peatdies.  its  liunches  of  hone 
set.  mav-weed  and  other  medicinal  hevhs.  ii^  re\c>lu 
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tioiuiry  guns,  ])a,y()ii('ls  and  swords,  to  the  tender  ircol- 
lections  of  the  more  nialnrc,  and  the  li\ely  inia-jinallon 
ol*  the  youno-er  of  my  anchlors  or  hist()i-\-  w  ill  he  >;ieri- 
liced  to  toi)()ora|)hy  and  (h)m('stie  economy. 

^[\)  return  to  our  settlers  of  New  Canaan,  whom  we 
have  ti-aeed  to  their  ahodcs  hci-e  ;  tiiey  had  L:r;idii;dl\ 
spread  through  the  \alleys  and  o\'er  the  l  idges.  and  ui- 
ereased  to  sueli  a  degree,  that  they  telt  tlu'  want  of  .some 
organization  for  the  develoj)ment  of  their  soi-ial  and 
j)ul)lie  ndations.  This  led  to  the  ineor[)orat ion  of  "Ca- 
inum  Parish  "  The  first  notice  of  it  on  the  Stamford 
lleeords.  is  dated  Decemher  Sth,  17.')(),  when  ■  John 
]^oiiton  and  others,  ask  lihei'ts-  of  moving  out  of  town, 
to  join  witli  a  part  of  Noi'walk  in  oider  to  he  a  socie- 
ty."' The  iown  voted  in  the  negative.  Still,  the  next 
year,  we  Ihid  the  town  of  Stamford  appointing  John 
.F^outon  and  I^]benezer  Seelye.  tvthing  men.  foi-  the  new 
Society  and  designating  their  Held  of  ser\  ice  Canaan 
parisli.  'i\vo  years  after,*"  the  town  agree  that  there 
shall  be  a  comiinttee  chosen  to  agi'ec^  w  ith  those  men  that 
have  land  lying  where  it  nniy  he  thought  needfnl  t'oi-  a 
highway  tor  the  conN'eniencty  of  Canaan  ])ai'ish  to  go  to 
meeting."  Of  the  twenty-four  memhers  constituting 
the  first  church,  eleven  were  from  Stamford,  and  two 
of  these,  John  l^outon  and  Thomas  Talmadge  were  its 
lirst  deacons.  ^Idien*  seems  to  haxc  heeii  no  ohjeclion 
to  the  new  pai'ish  on  tlu^  part  (»f  Noi  walk.     April  .'>(L 
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17o2,  tlie  pr()j)rii'l(>rs  "  l»y  majoi-  noIc,  ^^\-a\\\  to  th,'  ln- 
liMbitaiits  ()t'(^nia;m  jKuisli  all  llii'  coin. .ion  l;ii,,l  wliciv 
their  iiieeting-housc  slaiuU'lli."  The  parish  was  iii.-or- 
poralcd  hy  the  Legislature  in  IT:;!.  The  So.-h'In's 
meelino-  Avas  hehl  July  ls(,  1781,  and  the  record  of 
tl\eir  acts  is  complete,  in'  le<iil)lc  haiitlwrit  mih  and  in 
good  pi'esei'vation.  The  next  yeai'  thei-e  were  loiU- 
seven  iiieiubers,  thirty  on  the  Xorwalk  and  seventeen 
on  the  Stamlbrd  side.  The  first  (piestion  discus.sed  l.y 
them,  was  the  exj)edieiicy  ol'  huilding  a  meet inii-hon^e 
lor  the  ])uhlic  worship  of  (Jod.  Decided  in  the  allirm- 
ative,  twenty-tbiii-  to  one.  They  were  imahle  to  agree 
upon  the  place  where  the  building  should  he  erected  — 
and  they  a})pointed  a  suitable  person  to  ri'pi'esent  them 
in  the  general  conrt  to  he  held  in  October,  lo  reipiest 
the  Hon.  Assembly  to  appoint  a  connnittee  to  lix  a 
place  tor  the  house.  It  was  decideil  that  the  house 
shonld  l>e  built  at  the  lower  end  of  Haines'  Kidge,  the 
house  to  be  thirty  feet  scjuare,  and  of  a  height  suitable 
for  one  tier  of  galleries.  A  biulding  commiltiu'  was  ap- 
poiided  who  werc^  either  to  let  out  the  work,  "by  the 
great,''  or  hire  men  by  the  day.  They  le\  ie(l  a  lax  of 
ten  pence  on  the  ])Ound  in  the  List.  TIkmi  follows  a 
bst  of  members  with  their  assessments.  In  l"\d)iuary 
1732,  they  a})pointed  a  Committee  to  make  ai)plicalion 
to  the  Rev.  |]l(U'rs  of  the  couidy  for  advice  and  direc- 
tion in  order  to  the  calling  and  setlU'inent  of  a  ministei-. 
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Tlioy  were  directiMl  lo  lu'\  .  Julm  lldls,  oI'Milroid.  who 
})reiU'lRMl  iiiuono-  tlieiu  nino  mouths  on  pi ohui ion.  and 
in  June,  17i>3,  was  scMtU'd  aiiioni;  ihcni  a-  ihi-ii'  nnnis- 
ler,  residing- on  (Ma[)h()anl  Hills.     Allrr  ihisiinir.  ihr 
Society's  ineetin<j;s  wiM'e  (h'\ dUmI  lo  such  hu>inc>^>  as  de- 
volves upon  il  at  the   pi-eseut  day,    with  scNcial  items 
which  are  now  mauaui'(l  hy  the  town.  >u<-li  as  takiui: 
charge  of  the  schools,  layiu*^-  out  hiirhw  ay>.  etc  Their 
meetings  were  commonly  warnecl  to  he  ludd  at  "sun 
two  hours  higli  at  night."'     Clocks  and  watches  were 
probably  m)t  connnon,  and  we  lind  an  appropriation  of 
two  shillings-nine  ])ence  to  buy  an  hour-glas>.     At  tlii> 
lime,  all  inhabitants  of  the  parisli  were  mend>er>.  and 
were  taxed  for  its  support  ;  il  is  not  stiange  that  some 
sliould  iiave  been   restive   and   sought    rcdease.  ()ne 
mendjcr  petitioned  tlu'  legislature  to  that  elleet.  but 
met  there  a  committei'  from  the  Socn'ty.  who  >ucct'ss- 
fuUy  0})posed  tlie  petition.     Thi'y  assesseil  lhenis(dvi's 
as  high  as  nineteen  pence  on  the  pound  and  collecte<l 
it  by  ''stress."  il*  necessarv.     The  building  of  the  meet- 
ina-house  was  a  st'vere  (b'aujziit  on  their  slendei-  re- 
sources.    As  the  ex}ienses  ol' the  Society  were  deh  ayed 
by  tax,  the  ser.ts  were  common  property,  but  the  Soeie- 
ty  was  accuslonuMl  to  "seat  the  nu-eting  house.    a>  it 
was  termed,  according  to  "  rate  and  ilignit\ \\\  \ ote. 
they  gave  Rev.  Mi'.  Kells  the  seat  next  to  the  pulpit, 
on  tlie  woman's  side.    Similar  seatim:  <if  the  meetmg 


houses,  appear  in  tlu?  records  ol"  Stamford  and  Xorwalk. 
Il  was  the  en>(()ni  to  ap|)()int  sonic  |)cr>on  to  "  >ci  the 
])salni."  And  in  IT-)'.)  tlicy  voted  to  '"sinii  ruK",  oi- 
that  ^vhich  is  called  the  new  icai/  in  the  conL:rcL:a1  ion/' 
lLuntin_L;-ton  says,  this  chaii^-c  from  the  old  lo  the  n^w 
way  oi*  siniiinu'  had  heen  inlroihiccd  in  ITl:!!.  The 
eiiiht  or  nine  tunes  hrou^ht,  o\'er  h\-  t!ie  pioneers  iiad 
become  harhai'onsly  perverte(h""  and  the  Ke\ .  Thomas 
Walter,  oC  Iloxhury,  Mass.,  composer,  in  that  \-ear  puh- 
lishe(l,  "Idle  Grounds  and  Rules  of , Music  Explained,  or 
an  Introduction  to  the  Art  of  Sinuinu-  h\-  Note."*  The 
hook  contained  twenty-four  tun'-s  harmonized  in  three 
parts. 

A  fter  six  years  ''experience"  (as  it  wasterme(l)  with 
^Tr.  Ticlls,  some  l)e<i'an  to  he  dissatislieil.  ami  in  17  10. 
the  Society  a[)pointetl  a.  conunit tee  to  ac(piain(  Mi'.  Ivdls 
and  see  if  he  would  uive  his  consent  to  have  a  \-ote 
tried  to  see  who  is  cr^s7/  and  who  is  ////(7^s•y,  with  him. 
The  test  showed  twenty-four  (n/cas//.  In  17  11,  .Mi', 
l^^ells,  was  dismisscil.  4'radilioii  assigns  to  him,  ahilit\', 
learninii;  and  piety,  toi2;ether  with  cerlaiii  eccent ricii ies 
deemed  inconsistent  in  a  ministi'r  of  the  (Jospid.  1  h' 
continued  to  reside  here  until  his  death,  in  17S  ).  The 
Societ\'  j)roceeded  promptly  to  lill  his  place.  The  Ivew 
U(djerl  Silliman  was  ordained  j\d»i'nai\-.  171-!.  hurinii 
his  ministry,  tlau'c  was  siudi  increase  in  the  ('onLireLia- 
tion  as  to  re((uire  an  addition  to  the   nieei  iiiL:-h(mse. 
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eleven  I'eet  on  each  rwd  and  InvcKc  led  uii  ihc  soiiih 
side.  They  also  bnill  a  S(H-i('ly  ho.isc  ikmIIi  of  ihc 
nieelino-honse  twent  v-onc  hv  sixteen  Irci.  w  ii h  scn  cii 
tool  posts.  This  was  prohahly  to  aeconiiuodate  those 
who  ei^nie  to  nunMinu'  IVoni  a  distance,  and  was  liirni.sh- 
ed  with  a  lire-place,  where  they  niiuht  spend  the 
()etwiHMi  services,  the  nieetin^i  house  hein*;  wit  honl  an\' 
device  lor  healing-.  In  ITAO.  the  Societ\'  resoKcs  to 
huild  a  new  uieetin^-house  fil'ty  I'eet  1)\'  Ibrtw  with  one 
tier  ol*  gallei'ies  and  tui'in^t  (helt'ry.)  This  sirncinre  was 
solar  advanced  as  to  he  deemed  lit  I'or  use  in  IT-VJ. 
though  the  galleries  were  not  nnnle  until  ITsT.  In 
'97,  the  turret  w^as  completed  and  thelii-st  hell  ohiained. 
which  was  to  be  rung,  not  oidy  on  the  Sahhath.  hut 
also  at  nin(^  o'clock  every  evening  except  Saiurdav. 
The  new  house  was  built  a  short  distance  north  of  tin- 
old  one  and  al)Out  150  feet  south  east  of  the  present 
building.  For  ninety  years  it  was  in  constant  use  as  a 
place  of  w^orship.  livery  Sabbath,  Thanksgiving  and  l"'a>i 
day  its  courts  were  ^vell  lilled  with  dexout  worshipper.^, 
am]  bv  manv  ot*  ns  now  assenddetl  in  this,  its  cDnudy 
sucH'.essor,  the  memory  of  the  old  nu'ct ing-liouse  will 
ever  be  hallowed.  It  wa-;  built  in  the  <t\Ie  (juile  coni- 
mon  in  that  day,  precisely  like  the  (mic  ihen  in  Siam- 
foi-d,  except  that  the  latter  had  a  spire  thai  rose  from 
the  ground.  Opening  the  doidile  doors.  (»n  the  south 
side,  we  entered  an  area  of  small   s(juai-e  pews,  w  ho^c 
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floors  were  elevated  about  eight  inches  ahovc  the  lloor 
of  the  central  portion  of  the  room.  'Mils  hitter  w  as  at 
first  filled  with  slips  on  eacli  side  oftlu'  ccntn-  oi-  Ijioad 
.aislC;  leading  up  to  tlie  pulpit.  A  nairow  aisle  j.asscd 
(piite  around  these  slips  rui-nishing  access  to  the  pews 
which  occu})ied  the  entire  walls  exccj)l  wIkmc  the  dixn-s, 
on  the  east,  the  south  and  the  W(\st  si(h's  ;  the  .sA///-.s 
leading  to  the  galleries  at  the  corncis,  and  the  />////>//  at 
the  center  of  the  north  side  occupied  the  space.  The 
slips  in  th(M*enter  were  at'tei'wards.  (in  KSOS)  conxcrtiMl 
into  square  })ews.  The  galleries  were  deep,  fided  witii 
s(|uare  |)ews  along  the  south  wad,  and  elsewhere  with 
the  long  slips.  The  choir  was  ranged  ah)ng  the  iVont 
and  sometimes  extended  nearly  the  entire  length  ol'the 
a'alleries,  the  base  on  the  west,  the  ti(d)h'  on  the  east 
and  the  tenoi*  or  "counter."  with  the  header  on  the 
south.  The  pulpit  was  an  hexagonal  structuie,  phice(l 
u[)()n  a  pidar,  about  eight  IVn't  above  the;  lh)oi'.  antl 
reached  by  a  (light,  of  stairs,  was  neatly  linisheil  and 
painted  wliite  ;  above  it  was  suspended  a  canopy  oi- 
soiuuhng-board,  hexagonal  in  shape,  about  seven  leel 
above  the  lloor  ol'the  |)ulpit.  with  a  screw  at  the  top  of 
the  iron  rod  supporting  it,  so  that  its  ln'ight  might  be 
adjusted  to  the  jjropei-  distance  I'or  rellectlon  <>t*  the 
sound.  'Hie  arrangement  was  indeed  still"  and  awk- 
ward, and  was  often  severely  criticize*  1.  I  lememhcr 
hearing  one  clergyman — a   man  of  hu  ge  size  -  remark. 
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that  he  wouhl  as  soon  get  into  a  houshrml  iind  intMch 
from  tlie  biiiig.  The  dracoirs  sisit  was  lirrctlv  l.ciicalh 
tlio  pulpit,  access  to  it  hcing  had  thriMi-li  ihc  minis- 
ter's pew.  To  resume  the  history  ol"  the  parish  :  when 
tlieii'  minister,  iMr.  Silliman,  ha<l  s('r\c(l  ihrm  a  (piai  lcr 
c\l*  a  century,  i>o\mt  viKuf si /wss  hcuaii  to  manili'st  ilsidl'. 
A  vote  in  A})ril  1708,  showed  U;  "easy  and  'M  "  un- 
easywith  him — hut  not  h)n<i-  after  lh('\-  noUmI  {  to 
15  tliat  they  wouhl  employ  Mr.  Silliman  no  hiniici'. 
^Ir.  l^iHiman  appealed  to  the  (icncral  AssmdiU  at  Ihiil- 
I'ord,  and  the  Society  appeared  ihei'e  hy  tlicii-  represen- 
tative, ^''he  Legislature  sent  a  eonunitlee  to  see  how- 
peace  couhl  be  restoi'ed,  who  advised  Mr.  Silliuian  to 
ask  lor  a  dimissal,  and  in  June  he  \\as  dismisseiL 

In  tlie  succeeding  winter,  Mr.  W  illiam  Dinmmond.  horn 
and  educated  in  Scotland,  was  settleil  as  minister,  lie 
remained  live  years,  and  was  succeeded  hy  Ke\ .  diislirs 
Mitchell,  who  by  his  scholarship  and  devotion  to  his 
calling  and  to  the  cause  of  e(lueation,  securetl  ihe  jiros- 
pcrity  of  the  entire  community,  and  ga\'e  the  jiarish  a 
desirable  fame  throughout  the  state.  A  spirit  of  toler- 
ation manifested  itself,  and  llu'  Iveeords  show  many  in- 
stances of  the  release  of  persons,  who  pn-fei-red  other 
modes  of  worsliip,  from  their  resi>oir-ihilil  ie>  lo  ihis 
Society.  I1ie  }>ews  were  redded  to  defi  ay  expenses  and 
relieve  from  taxation.  .Mr.  Mitchell  die(l  in  ISIUl,  and 
was  buried  hy  his  sorrowing  congregation,  oii  the  In-ow 
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of  tile  liill  in  IVoiit  oi*  us,  and  many  will  rcnicnilKT  liis 
o-ravo,  enclosed  with  a  picket  fence  and  )verhun^  by  a 
wee])ing  will()^\^ 

We  liave  now  eonie  to  tlie  period  when  a  inoi-e  coni- 
pKde  8ej)aration  of  civil  and  ecclesiasl ii*al  niatlci's  was 
made.  The  Town  of  New  Canaan  was  incorporated  in 
1801,  occupyin<>'  the  same  territory  over  wliich  "  Canaan 
parish"  had  liehl  jurisdiction.  Idie  Con^rcLiat  ional 
Society  hencerorth  devoted  its(dl'  sohdy  to  the  care  ol" 
the  tenipoi'al  affairs  of  the  Church  with  which  it  was  con- 
nected, while  fhe  town  mana<j.ed  the  st-hools,  the  hiiih- 
ways  antl  similai' matters,  l^rielly  to  complete  the  his- 
tory of  this  Society.  After  Mr.  Mitcludl's  death,  the 
llev.  William  ]k)nney  was  settled  here  from  1808  to 
I80I,  was  succeed(Ml  hy  l{ev.  Theophilus  Smith.  Dui- 
his  ministry  the  piesent  edifice  was  built,  and  it  was 
dedicated  in  184o.  Mr.  Smith  died  in  ISo-),  after  a 
ministry  of  22  years.    The  successive  ministers  were  : 

Rev.  Kredei'ick  (J.  William.s,  from  1851  to  1851). 

Pxev.  Ralph  Smith,  from  18l)()  to  1  8(*):h 

Rev.  Benjamin  L.  Swan,  from  1801  to  18G(). 

I1ie  present  ])astor.  Rev.  Jose[)h  (Jreeideaf,  was  set- 
tled in  March  1871. 

The  frame  of  the  lirst  K})isco|jal  Church  in  Canaan, 
was  raised  ]\la.y  13,  1702,  on  land  obtained  from  Mr. 
Ilusted,  about  three-quailers  of  a  miK^  noi'thwest  Irom 
the  [)resent  Church  edihce.     Thei  e  had  been  a  discussion 


respecting  its  location  on  or    adjoinino-  the  Pai-aiK' 
ground.    The  building  was  soon  rcndcixMl  lit  I'oi-  use, 
but  was  not  completed  lor  many  years,  and  for  (hat 
reason  probably  was  never  consecrated.    At  this  time, 
the  Church  peoi)le  here,  were  accustonu'd  toatlmd  sci - 
vice  at  Norwalk  and  Stamtord,  and  the  i-ates  which 
Avere  collected  of  (  ■hurclnnen  in  this  parish,  wei-e  paid 
over  to  the  rectors  of  those  churches.     In  171)1,  they 
organized  themselves  into  a  distinct  parish.     Imoui  tliat 
time,  there  have  been  regular  records  k(^])t.    The  (irst 
wardens  were  Steplnm  lU^tts  and  Duiilap  Coggsiiall,  and 
there  were  thirty-lbiu' heads  of  I'aniilies  who  considered 
themselves  as  belonging  to  the  (^hurch  and  contributed 
to  its  support.    Services  were  held  about  one-fifth  of 
the  Sabbaths,  but  the  (Muu'cli  languished  until  the  j)ro- 
ject  was  conceived  and  executed  of  building  a  new 
church  edifice  nearer  the  village.    The  lot  wliereon  the 
present  building  stands  was  purchased  of  Mr.  Richard 
Payerweatlier.    The  building  conunittee  were  Sanuiel 
Raymond,  Edward  Nash,  David  S.  Knight.   The  building 
was  finished  and   consecrated,    ^fay    0,    1884.  The 
old  one  had  been  taken  doAyn  the  year  before.  At 
this  time  the  Rev,  Charles  Todil  was  rector,  (h\  iding 
his  time  equally^  between  this  Church  and  the  one  in 
Ridgefield.    He  resigned  his  "charge  in  ISi^j,  and  was 
followed  by  Rev.  Jacob  L.Clark,  who  also  had  the  care 
of  both  churches.    After  his  resignation  in  IB:]?,  Rev. 
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David  Ogden  was  called  to  give  bis  undivided  attention 
to  this  Churcli.  In  1842  ill-health  compelled  him  to 
give  lip  his  parish,  and  he  died  in  1815.  The  sueeeed- 
ing  rectors  were  : 

Rev.  William  Everett,  from  1845  to  1846. 

Rev,  Dr.  Short,  from  1841)  to  1852. 

Rev.  AVilliam  Long,  from  1852  to  1855. 

Rev.  William  II.  Williams,  from  1855  to  1858. 

Rev.  William  Cook,  from  1858  to  18()o. 

Rev. -William  A.  DesRrisay,  from  1864  to  1874. 

Tlie  present  rector.  Rev.  Isaac  W.  Ilallam,  began  his 
services  at  Easter,  1875.  The  church  edifice  was  re- 
modeled and  the  spire  erected  during  the  pastorate  of 
Rev.  AVilliam  II.  Williams,  and  I'e-opened,  May,  1858. 
In  tlie  winter  of  1873-4,  the  intei'ior  was  frescoed  and 
two  windows  placed  in  tlie  Chancel.  The  Sunday 
School  was  organized  in  1853  under  the  superinten- 
.  dence  of  Miss  Esther  Belts. 

The  first  mention  of  Alethodist  preaching  in  this  town 
is  found  in  a  book  l)y  Rev.  William  lloyt,  of  Stam- 
ford, wherein  is  recorded  a  Methodist  sermon  ju'cached 
in  the  parish  of  Canaan  by  Rev.  Cornelius  Cook, 
in  the  year  1787.  From  1816  until  1833,  New  Canaan 
formed  a  part  of  the  Stamfoi'd  cii-cuit  (whicdi  is  the  old- 
est in  New  England.)  Services  were  held  at  the  house 
of  Holly  Seymour,  in  AVhite  Oak  Shad(i  Disti'ict,  and 
frequently  at  the  i-esidence  of  Capt.  Crol'ut  in  Silver 
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Mine.  The  first  Methodist  preaching  in  the  viUao-o  was 
in  the  Town  Hall  then  standing  near  (lie  l\i)is('()})al 
Church  and  since  converted  into  the  i)rcsent  (/ongre- 
gational  parsonage.  In  Octoher  18o3,  the  fii-st  Metho- 
di^^t  house  of  w^oi\ship,  wdii(di  is  the  present  Town  Hall, 
was  dedicated.  I^'roni  1833  to  183G,  New  Canaan  was 
united  to  Norwalk  in  a  circuit  under  the  ])ast()rale  ol' 
two  ministers.     These  were  : 

1833,  Rev.  Fdijah  Hibhard,  Rev.  Abram  S.  Francis. 

1834,  Rev.  Luther  Mead,  Rev.  Abram  Francis. 

1835,  Rev.  David  Stocking,  Rev.  John  Crawlbi-d. 

In  183G,  New  Canaan  was  set  olT  l)y  itself,  as  a  sta- 
tion under  tlie  pastorate  of  a  single  minister.  This  de- 
nomination of  Christians  has  nnide,  within  the  recollec- 
tion of  most  of  us,  rai)id  |)rogress,  endeavoring  faith- 
fully to  do  the  work  of  a  tiaie  church  of  the  Loid  Jesus 
Christ.  The  present  house  Avas  dedicated  in  1854, 
Dec.  21st.  The  following  are  the  successive  pastors  of 
the  Methodist  Church  and  their  terms  of  service  : 

Revs.  J.  Crawford,  1836  (Mark  Fuller,  1837  ;  S. 
W.  King,  1838-9  ;  J.  AV.  Selleck,  1840-1  ;  Chas.  F. 
4^elton,  1842;  Jesse  Hunt,  1843;  Jas.  H.  Romer, 
1844-5  ;  A.  H.  Ferguson,  1840-7  ;  J.  D.  MarshalL 
1848-9;  Jacob  Shaw,  1850-1;  L.  D.  Nickerson. 
1852-3  ;  Harvey  Husted,  1854-5  ;  Mark  Staple,  1850- 
7  ;  J.  L.  Gilder,  1858-9  ;  C.  B.  Ford,  18G0-1  ;  A.  H. 
Mead,  18G2  ;  Wm.  T.  Hill,  18G3  ;  J.  M.  Carroll  18G4- 


o-G  ;  Will.  V\  (^)lliiis,  lcS()T:  S.  M.  1 1  aininoiid,  18()8-1)- 
70;  1^.  T.  Al)l)olt^  1871-2-3  :  1.  MM^utoH,  1874-5-1;. 

TliO  first  j)ei's()]i  in  New  ('aiiaaii  prot'cssiiio;  I'aitli  iii 
dirist,  throiio'li  l)a|)lisni  hy  iminoi-sioii.  was  ])a])ti/AM|  by 
lu'v.  Jojiii  (jiaiio  of  N(^w  '*l\)rk  (^itv.  in  the  vcar  1772. 
Soon  after  as  hilder  (laiio  \vas  l)a])ti/ini;-  in  SlaniCord. 
wliere  a  l^aptist  (^liui'ch  was  oi-ganizcfl  in  1773.  J)a])tist 
nioetin<i,s  wore  lield  in  New^  (^aiiaaii.  and  liave  l»een 
held  at  \'iii'yiiiiA"  intervals  to  the  ]>resent  time.  The 
eords  of  the  (\\naan  parisli  have  several  voters  exeni])t- 
inii"  l>a|)tists -from  ))ayin<;'  society  I'ates  so  lono-  as  they 
remain  of  tlie  ])ersuasi()n.  Nov.  4,  1871,  tlie  i^'irst  l>ap- 
tist  Society  of  New  Canaan  was  incorporated.  Their 
lionse  of  woi'shi])  was  o])ened  f\d)rnary  Oth,  1773  ;  the 
service  of  i^ecognition  being  liehl  in  that  honse  the  13th 
day  of  AFarcli  follow^lng.  4'heii-  j^astor  is  the  I\ev.  E])en 
S.  Ivavmond. 

rniversalist  pri^n'hing  began  in  the  towMi  in  1832, 
Mr.  llillyei',  and  after\vards  ^Ir.  llit(4ieock  olliciating. 
l^m-ing  tbe  hist  live  years  Kev.  J.  H.  Sbe]>ard  has 
prea(4uM]  here  seiiii-monthly.  44iey  lia\'e  no  se])arale 
organization. 

Services  according  to  the  Koman  ('atholic  forms  of 
worship  were  lirsf  held  here  in  a  hall  in  the  village, 
subsequently  in  the  4\iwn  Hall.  Their  clmrcli  was 
l)iiilt  in  1803.     (dergviiJoii  from  Norwalk.  ,  ])rlncipall  v 
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l^\itliors  Mnlli»>a]i  ;ni(l  Smith,  have  niiiiistei'cd  to  those 
of  tliis  laitli. 

The  })atri()tism  of  New  Canaan  citizens  has  lieen  well 
attested  in  the  tln'i^e  wai's  in  wliieli  oni'  eonntry  lias 
been  engaged,     in  the  war  of  the  Ixevolntion.  however, 
Vliey  appear  as  eilizens  ol'  Xorwalk  and  Stanilbi'd  and 
share  tlieir  gh)ri()ns  i'eeoi'(l.     Onr  soil  has  never  heen 
invaded  by  a  foreign  toe.    Norwalk  was  twice  bnrned. 
and  some  of  om*  friends  shared  the  catasti'ophe,  l)nt  tlie 
Hritisli  troo|)s  when  on  their  ex])e(bti()n  to  desti'oy  tlie 
military  stores  at  l)anl)nry,  passcMl  eastwai'd  of  ns,  both 
on  tlieir  approaeli,  and  retnrn  to  tlieii-  boats  at  Compo 
lUiy,  east  of  Norwalk,  and  tlienee  to  their  head-tpiarters 
on  l^ong   bsland.    Some   of  onr   immediate  ancestors 
waM'e  at  Middlesex  (now  Darien.)  on  Snnday,  dnly  2-!d. 
1781.  when  an  iniai"med  worshi[)ping  congregation,  were 
in  the  most  dastardly  way  seized  and  sidjjeiUcd  to  in- 
dignity.   The  leaders  in  tliat  sacrcdigions  foray  were 
from  among  the  tories  of  the  town,  and  their  depi'eda- 
tions  and  ea})tures  Avere  ])i'aeticed  n|)()n  their  formei- 
neighbors  and   friends.     During  th(^  niglit  pi'eceding 
they  had  erossed  the  Sound  from  Lloyd's  Neck,  and  se- 
ereted  themselves  in  a  swamp  a  few  rods  soutli  of  the 
meeting  house,  awaiting  the  gatliering  of  the  congrega- 
tion tor  their  usmd  worship,    '^fhe  s(M*vice  had  begun. 
Dr.  Mather  was  in  the  pulpit  which  he  had  occupied 
for  forty  yeai's.  and  it  was  nndonbledly  his  earnest  pat- 


riotism,  and  that  of  some  ineinbei  s  o'*  his  churcli,  which 
had  RmI  to  this  attack.  Jts  ol)jcct  was  to  captmn^  tlial 
fearh'ss  ])roac]i(M'  and  the  h'a(hn"s  of  his  pcopU'.  Snd- 
(UMdy  the  h(His(^  was  snrronnch'd  and  the  sunnnons  to 
surrender  was  issued  in  the  well-known  voice  of  their 
*nei;^hh()i',  (^apt  I''rost.  Now  connnenced  in  earnest  the 
work  of  tory  I'evenue.  Witli  (hu'isive  jeers,  the  vener- 
ahlo  pastoi'  was  called  down  IVoni  tlu^  ])idpit  to  lead  his 
congi-eiration  in  a  \'ei'v  dill"erent  service. 

The  men  of  the  con<2;re<>"ation  were  (h'awn  up  two  and 
two  in  nun'chint;-  order  and  tied  arm  to  arm.  The  ])astor 
was  ordered  to  tlu^  front  to  lead  th(^  march.  The  val- 
uahle  ai'ticles  found  on  hotli  men  and  women  were 
stripped  from  them.  Every  liorse  needed  for  the  inva- 
ding" hand  was  taken,  and  the  women  and  children  con- 
signed to  the  care  of  the  rear-guard,  until  the  captoi's 
with  their  prisoners  and  spoil  should  l>e  well  under 
way.  Forty-eight  men  w^ere  thus  hurried  away  to  the 
hoats,  and  thence  taken  over  to  Long  Island.  ^Fwenty- 
f(;ur  were  released  to  return  home  on  parole.  The  re- 
mainder were  taken  on  board  of  a  brig  and  conlined 
below  decks.  They  were  thus  conveyed  to  the  Provost 
Pi'ison,  N.  Y.  City,  where  they  sullered  every  ])ossible 
indignity.  Here  they  were  kept  until  the  following 
])ecember.  when  those  who  survived  were  exchanged. 

In  the  war  with  (rreat  Britain  in  181  2-1 -5.  a  few  of 
our  citizens  uei'e  in  the  >ervice.  but  engaged  in  n(>  l>attle. 


Hut  ill  tlic  last  A\ar--thL'  war  lo  n.<iiiilaiii  llu^  Union 
and  preserve  the  eounlrj,  whosi^  (\Mit('nai-y  we  this  day 
celebrate,  New  (\\naan  citizens  eheiMTully  entered  the 
Tnion  armies,  leavinir  the  pursuits  ol*  ])eaeel'ul  lite  to 
engage  in  tlie  nudtit udinous  battles  ot  the  greatest 
(\ivil  wai"  in  histoi'v.  .^onie  ol  these  tell  on  distant 
lields.  With  others,  lite  languislied  away  in  hospital  or 
prison.  Idie  I'eniains  ot  some  rest  in  our  own  cemete- 
ries— while  tlie  ha])py  survlvoi's  witness  this  day  the 
glory  ot  the  nation  they  aided  in  tlie  time  ot  its  (hre 
necessity — ^the  (iovernment,  w^hose  stability  and  ])er- 
])etuity  tliey  have  hel])eil  to  secure. 

Among  the  early  settlei's  ot  New  (^maan  were  \  ei'v 
few  men  ot  literaiy  culture.  Neither  the  tempestuous 
times  wliich  had  engrossed  their  earliest  attention,  nor 
their  slender  [»ecuniary  resources  had  allowe(l  them 
the  advantages  ot  any  scholastic  training,  ibit  the  New 
England  Fathers,  (and  oui'  pioneers  were  among  them,) 
saw  that  the  only  w^ay  to  establish  her(\  and  perpetuate 
a  Society  which  could  satisfy  their  hopes,  wouhl  be  by 
means  ot  a  caretul,  thoi'ough  and  general  education  ot 
their  chihlren.  The  tundaniental  laws  .ot  the  (^dony 
required,  under  severe  jjenahies,  every  town  to  provide 
means  toi"  the  early  instruction  ot  their  ehihh'en.  The 
statute  reads  :  "  The  Selectmen  ot  every  town  shall 
have  a  vigilant  eye  over  their  brethren  and  neighbors, 
to  see,  lirst,  tliat  none  ot  them  shall  sutter  so  much  bar- 


hiirisiu  in  iiny  of  iheir  laiuilKis,  :is  not,  to  ondein'oi'  to 
teacli,  l)y  themselves  or  others,  their  eliihh'eu  luitl  ap- 
prentices, so  nnieli  h.\ariiin<i;  as  may  cnahh'  (hem  per- 
t'eetly  to  read  the  lMi<i,iish  toiii;ue  and  knowhMl^c  of  the 
capital  laws,  u[)on  peiiaUy  of  twenty  sliillini^s  for  each 
neuiect    therein.''     It   was  still  I'urther  pi'ovided.  that 
'"every  town  having'  lifty  iionsehohh'rs  in  it  shonid, 
lorthwith.  appoint  one  within  the  town  to  tc^H-li  all  snch 
children     as  shall   I'esort  to    him.  to  wi'ite  and  i"ead, 
whose  wages  shall  he  paid  either  h^'  the  parents  oi"  tnas- 
Icrs  o|' siK'h  children,  or  1>\  ihc  inhahilanis  in  i^cncral." 
Anionii'  the   cai"licsl   functions  discha rLi'ct I    l>\-  ('anaan 
parish,    i-    the    appointnicnl    of    school    conmnl  Ices. 
]]'//('/•('  the  lirst  school-house  was  hndl  and  loli'-n^  cainiot 
now  he  ascertained.     It  was  douhtless  like  th(dr  lirst, 
meetini^-house.    excee(lino|y    plain  with    no  needless 
room  in  it,  and  no  usidess  exj)ensi\e  adoi'nin*i'.     Al  this 
day  we  (tan  have  no  ade(tiiate  conception  of  the  extreme 
dillicnlty  attendini;'  those  early  educational  measures. 
])ut  their  inlluence  on  succee(rmi>;  i;enei-al ions  has  heen 
incalcidahle.     b\)r   a   more  exlendeil    education,  than 
that  furnished  hy  the  coniiaon,  oi',  as  it,  is  now  termed, 
district    school,    no    |)i'()vision    w'as   made    for  many 
yeai's.     l{ev.  Justus  Alitchell,  who  was  settled  in  the 
nunistry  hei"e  in  ITSo,  kej)t   a  s(dect  school  durini;-  a 
consideral)le  time.    Kight  young  men  from  New  (^anaan, 
and  a  large  nundier  from  other  places  were  litted  for  col- 
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leg(j  with  liiiH.  l^^liplialet  St.  John,  ''s(j.,  who  ora(hijit(Hl 
;it  Yale  (.\)llef2;e  in  1791,  devoted  hiniseU'  to  teacliin<^-  at 
his  residence  on  Brushy  l\id,i2;e,  and  thoni;h  tlie  school 
consisted  mainly  of  youni;-  men  IVom  New  Voi'k  lilting 
themselves  Tor  business,  still  some  citizens  of  New 
Si.aan  and  adjoining  towns,  availed  themselves  of  the 
advantages  ol' this  school.  ^Phe  New  (.\inaan  Academy 
was  estahlished  in  1815,  and  the  huilding  erectccl  in 
181G.    1die  teachei's  were,  successively  : 

Rev.  Herman  Daggett  ;  Rev.  James  H.  LinsU-y  ; 
Rev.  John  Smith;  Dr.  Samuel  W.  Jkdden  ;  Rev.  Dr. 
^lilton  Badger  ;  Rev.  'I'lieophilus  Smith  ;  Hon.  Da\'id 
L.  Seymour;  Pres.  Julian  M.  Sturtevant  ;  Rev.  Dr. 
Klavel  l^ascom  :  Rev.  Dr.  Alfred  Newton;  Rev.  John 
0.  Hart;  Rev.  \Vm.  R.  Lewis  ;  Prof.  Hhcnez(U-  A. 
Johnson. 

Tliis  Academy,  about  1884,  was  converted  into  a  pri- 
vate boai'ding  school,  and  was  owned  and  taught  suc- 
cessively by  Messrs.  Silas  Davenport,  Havid  S.  Rock- 
well and  Pev.  J.  P.  Gilder.  The  Academy  was  revived 
in  1850,  taught  by  Rev.  J.  0.  Wyckoll',  for  sevei-al 
years,  afterwards  by  Mr.  Thomas  Pcnise,  and  was  bro- 
ken up  dui'ing  the  last  year  of  the  (avil  war.  Twenty- 
live  persons  have  graduated  at  Vale  (\>llegei  from  this 
town,  a  majority  of  whom,  would  have  not  enjo3'ed 
the  privilege  of  a  collegiate  education  had  iu)t  the 
Academv  enabliM]  them  to  lit  themselves  hei'c.  lU'sidcs 
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tliese  griiduates  a  nuicli  hii'<i;(M'  miiiihoi'  of  3'oung  men 
\V(M'L'  fitted  I'or  business.  Voiing  ladies  also  enjoyed 
ill  tlie  Aea.deniy  the  advantages  of  a,  thoi'ongh  course 
ol' study.  It  ranked  second  only  to  tlie  churches  in  el- 
e\ating  the  standard  of  moral  and  intellectual  cul- 
S ui-e  in  tlie  town. 

I'lie  occupations  ol*  the  early  inhahitants  of  New  Ca- 
naan were  purely  agricultural,  with  aiii/aiis  enough 
harely  to  supply  their  own  wants.  The  tailors  and 
mantuii-makers  and  e\'en  shoe-makers  were  jiccnistoiiKid 
to  circulate  through  the  town  semi-annually  making  ii]) 
the  I'equisite  wardrohes  ol'  the  lamilies.  ^Fhe  hirmers 
^vere  exceedingly  patient,  hard  working  men  ;  their 
lariiis  required  clearing  not  only  of  trees  and  l)Uslies, 
hut  of  the  numerous  stones,  which  in  this  diluvial  soil, 
almost  covere(l  the  lace  of  the  earth.  To  dispose  of 
these  stones,  they  built  walls  enclosing  small  fields. 
They  raised  wheat,  (until  the  Hessian  fly  destroyed 
that  cr(»p)  rye,  corn,  oats  and  potatoes,  ^rimothy  or 
lu'rds-grass  was  introduced  at  a  com[)aratively  late 
jieriod.  ^Pheir  hay  consisted  of  the  haivsli  low  meadow- 
grass,  and  the  natural  grasses  of  the  uplands  near  their 
barns.  The  great  problem  with  them  was,  how  to  win- 
ter their  stock.  They  su[)plemented  their  slendei"  sup- 
ply of  h-ay  with  cornstalks  and  husks  and  oat-straw, 
^riieir  cattle  in  the  spring  were  enuiciated  iind  many  of 
them  died  of  "horn  distemper,"  which  generally  meant 
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"starvation.''  Tlie  old  wooden  ploni^K  was  a  rough, 
heavy,  chunsy  instrunjont  and  1  rc'niend)or  hcarin*;'  dis- 
cussions among  the  workmen  on  the  })rohabihty  of  the 
intro(hietion  of  an  iron  j)h)ngh  whi(di  was  then  in  use. 
in  the  west  of  that  (hiy,  (that  is  Central  and  Western 
New  "I'ork.)  1  rejoiee  in  ha\'ing  li\'ed  lo  see  the  toils 
ol'  the  lins])an(hnan  I'elieved  by  the  steel  i)lough.  the 
tooth  harrow,  the  horse  rake,  the  nH)W^er  and  reajier 
and  i)thei"  maehines,  which  not  only  lighten  labor,  but 
nnd<e  it  more  ellicient.  Xoi"  will  we  forget  the  spin- 
ning jennies,  ])owei'-looms  and  sewing  maehines  which 
]'elie\e  the  wonnni  of  the  present  da\'  IVoni  thai  inces- 
sant hard  labor,  which  in  the  case  of  t heii' gi-andmol hers 
togethi'r  with  the  ine\itable  care  of  the  household, 
crushed  their  phvsical  energies,  and  su[)pressed  e\ery 
rising  as[)iration  for  intellectual  and  lesthetic  cultui'e. 
Let  the  spininng-wheels  large  and  small  goto  grace  the 
elegant  parloi's  ol*  New  York,  and  I  would  that  they 
were  gifted  with  speech,  to  poi'tray  the  scenes  of  unre- 
pining  toil  enacted  at  their  sides  in  (hiys  gone  by — and 
perhaps  gxnitlemen  might  |)rolit  by  a,  plough  or  Hail  of 
the  olden  time  in  their  oHices. 

i>ul  there  came  a  time  when  the  enterprise  of  New 
(Canaan  was  turnetl  in  the  dii'cction  of  manufacturing 
boots  and  shoes.  The  town  w^as  dotted  over  with  little 
shops  and  ranked  among  the  forenH)st  in  that  nnmufac- 
tnre.     1  have  not  been  able  to  obtain  any  reliable  sta- 


tistics  of  this  business  when  it  was  most  extensive. 
Niles'  Register  giving  an  aeeonnt  of  tlie  town  in  1818, 
states  that  50,000  pairs  were  annually  sent  out. 

At  this  day  we  have  uo  eonception  of  the  dilficulties 
eonneeted  with  travel  in  the  early  period  of  our  liistory. 
¥bi'  uiany  years,  all  travel  was  on  loot  oi'  horseback, 
and  the  introduction  of  pleasure  carriages  dates  within 
the  present  century.  When  persons  wislied  to  go  to 
New  York  C^ity  they  resorted  to  the  sloops  from  Five 
^lile  l^iver,  or  Kings'  End  laudings.  A  daily  mail 
stage  route  from  l^oston  on  the  turn})ike,  passing 
through  Norwalk  and  Stamford,  was  established  in  1  818. 
In  1825  the  steamboat  "Oliver  Wolcott,''  began  run- 
ning from  Stamford  to  New  York,  down  on  one  day 
and  retui'ning  the  next.  During  the  sunnner  of  that 
year  a  four-horse  stage  coach  came  from  Ridgeiield  to 
Stamford,  tlu'ough  this  town— and  soon  alter  travel  to 
the  city  was  by  steamboat  from  Norwalk  touching  at 
Stamford,  (jreenwich  and  New  Rochelle.  Early  in 
1810,  the  New  York  and  New^  Haven  luiilroad  was 
com})leted  and  the  great  mar\'el  accomplished  of  three 
trains  daily ^  the  whole  way  ami  back  again.  When 
llui  Danbui'y  Railroad  was  in  contem[)lation  a  route 
was  sui'veyed  tlu'ough  New  (\inaan,  but  our  citizens 
were  either  indid'erent  or  distinctly  opposed  to  it.  Af- 
ter a  time,  hoAvever,  it  was  perceived  that  the  onl}'  way 
to  save  our  town  from  insignificance  and  business  ex- 
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tinelion  was  to  l)nil(l  a  Railroad  coii'ioctiii'j,-  with  the 
New  Haven  Road  and  tide  water  eoniinunieation  for 
henvy  I'reiglit.  The  New  (^inaaii  R.  R.  was  ()[)eii(Ml 
Jul_y  4th,  I8GS,  and  if  it  has  not  aeeoinj)lished  all  that 
its  earnest  advoeates  expeeted  of  it,  it  luis  had  a  (h'ter- 
niining  ihlhienee  in  shaj)iiig  the  futui-e  of  the  town.  A 
|)Ost-ofhce  with  a  weekly  nnul  was  established  in  1817, 
afterwards  two  mails  a  week,  the  nuiil  being  earried  on 
horsebaek  to  Stamford,  wdiieh  was  then  a  distrilniting- 
office.  Dnring  the  past  1.']  years  two  mails  daily  haA^e 
been  distributed  from  the  olliee  here.  A  telegraph  line 
was  established  in  1860,  which  is  still  working. 

I'he  New  Canaan  Savings  I^ank  was  organized  in 
1859.  Samuel  A.  Weed,  President,  untirOo ;  Watts 
Comstock,  President,  from  '63  to  '72  ;  Stei)hen  Hoyt, 
from  '72  to  present  time. 

The  First  National  VKink.  of  New  Canaan,  was  or- 
tranized  in  1865.  A\'atts  Comstock  was  Pi'esident  from 
the  date  of  organization  until  his  death,  when  Stephen 
Hoyt  was  elected  to  lill  the  vacancy. 

l^robably  few  of  my  auditors  have  ever  reflected  up- 
on the  fact,  that  we  have  had  slaves  in  New  Canaan, 
until  within  a  few  years.  Very  many  iamilies  here  in 
the  last  century,  had  one  or  more  slaves,  and  when  the 
State  passed  its  ]'imanci])ation  Act,  it  exempted  only 
those  born  aftei"  a  cei'lain  date,  leaving  the  others  still 
in  slavery.    So  fai'  as  I  can  learn,  they  were  not  sub- 
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j(3etocl  to  any  liarslier  usage  than  if  th(\y  lind  ])een  froc, 
.still  that  their  hones  and  sinews  were  not  their  own, 
must  lia\'(.'  Iteen  galling  to  the  slightest  spark  of  sensi- 
bilil3\  The  Whij)|)ing-})()st  and  Stoeks,  we  ai-e  ha})|)y 
to  say,  have  passed  away  forever.  The  w  hippiiig-])ost. 
st\)od  at.  the  angle  of  the  road  south-east  of  us.  (a  few 
ieet  north  of  the  })resent  lamp  })Ost)— and  in  my  l)oy- 
hood  I  witnessed  the  wdilj)piiig  of  two  men  for  })etty 
tliieving.  The  physieal  intlietion  was  trifling,  but  the 
moral  degradation  was  truly  pitiable.  The  })ost  remain- 
ed thei'e  nniny  years  but  its  name  was  ehanged  to  sign- 
j)ost.    Pulilie  notiees  were  posted  u])on  it. 

1  nuist  not  omit  to  notiee  the  two  gi'eat  festivals — 
Training  Day  and  Thanksgiving — the  formei'  deriving 
tVom  the  still  lingering  spirit  of  the  l\e^■ohuion  a  de- 
cidedly nnu'tial  charaeter.  The  first  Alondays  of  ^lay 
and  h^e})tember  were  by  statute  training  days,  and  every 
able-l)()died  man  of  a  certain  age  was  required  to  ajjpear 
for  inspection  and  drill.  At  10  o'clock  they  assembled 
on  the  "  parade  gi'ound''  wdiich  was  an  o])en  field  given 
to  the  towui  foi'  this  pui'pose.  The  commiinding  officer 
sent  his  compliments  to  the  minister,  with  a  request 
that  he  would  favor  them  with  his  })resence,  wdiieh  he 
did,  and  opened  the  exercises  with  i)raycr.  h^oon  after 
they  ad  journed  for  dinner.  There  Avere  two  companies, 
one  unifoiined,  called  the  grenadiers,  the  other  the 
militia.    The  music  was  fife  and  driun.  and  when  after 


-to 


wondrous  evolutions,  tliey  marched  down  tlie  rid<2,'e  to 
tlie  meeting-house  hill,  the  martial  ar(h)i'  oi'  the  ])oys 
was  at  boihng  point.  The  Thanksgix  ings  were  much 
like  those  of  tlie  })resent  day  except  tliat  tlie  House  of* 
God  was  Avell-filled,  and  the  Thanksgiving  anthem  I'ell 
u^jon  enchanted  eai's.  The  public  exercises  began  with 
the  reading  of  the  (lovernor's  proclamntion.  (It  had 
been  read  two  successive  Sundays  before.)  It  was  an 
awe  inspiring  document,  especiall}^  as  it  closed  witlithe 
ominous  injunction  :  "  All  servile  laboi*  and  vain  I'ecre- 
ation,  are,  on  said  day,  by  law  forbidden."  After  the 
service  the  reunited  families  gathered  round  tables 
loaded  with  a  bewildering  multiplicity  of  dishes,  among 
wliicli  roast  turkey  and  pumpkin  pie  held  their  long- 
established  pre-eminence.  There  amid  representatives 
of  three  or  perhaps  four  generations,  this  famil}^  festival 
held  high  carnival.  Long  may  it  keep  its  pov/er  to  re- 
call the  sons  and  daughters  of  New  England  to  the  old 
homesteads. 

W  liile  we  review  our  past  history  and  recollect  what 
we  have  been,  and  what  we  are,  the  duties  of  tliis  day 
were  but  ill-performed  if  we  stopped  here  ;  if  turning 
from  tlie  past,  and  entering  on  a  new  century  of  our 
[)olitical  existence  we  gave  no  heed  to  the  voice  of  ex- 
perience and  dwelt  not,  with  thoughts  of  earnest  solici- 
tude on  the  future.  Let  ns  search  the  history  of  our 
forefathers,  for  those  princijdes  which  ei.abled  them  to 
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establish  our  prosperity  on  its  [)reseiit  basis — (liseerniiig 
Iheir  errors  as  well  as  their  merits — not  always  doing 
as  they  did,  but  as  we  know  from  their  prinei|)les  they 
would  havci  us  do,  in  our  eireumstanees  so  widely  di(l- 
ering  from  theirs.  Among  the  prominent  leatui'es  ol" 
tl\eir  truest  glory  is  that  system  of  |)uljli(.'  instruetion, 
whieh  they  instituted  by  law,  and  to  which  New  J^'ng- 
hind  owes  moi'e  of  its  character  and  its  prosperity  than 
to  all  other  causes.  It'  this  system  be  not  altogether  with- 
out example  in  the  history  of  othei'  nations,  it  is  still  an 
extraordinary  instance  ol*  wise  legislation  and  worthy  of 
the  most  prolbund  statesman  of  any  age,  and  this  was 
done  by  them  when  they  had  just  nnide  their  lii'st 
h)dgement  in  the  wilderness,  when  they  had  scarcely 
(bund  leisure  to  build  comfortable  homes  for  themselves. 
I'his  system  has  never  thus  hir  been  broken  in  upon. 
Under  its  benign  iniluence  our  youth  -have  grown  up. 
it  has  taught  them  the  iirst  great  lesson  of  human  im- 
[irovement,  that  knowledge  is  power — and  made  the 
last  great  lesson  of  human  ex[)erience  felt,  that  without 
virtue  there  is  neither  happiness  nor  safety.  Never  let 
this  glorious  institution  be  al)andoned  or  beti'ayed 
by  tlie  weakness  of  its  friends,  or  the  |)Ower  of  its  ad- 
versaries. Let  us  cherish  our  history.  It  is  a  great 
and  distinctive  advantage  that  we  have  behind  us  the  be- 
ginning and  growth  of  an  orderly  history.  Let  us  hon- 
or our  fathers'  memory  by  preserving  and  exemplifying. 


their  principles.  We  wlio  are  now  assembled  liere 
gathering  np  the  inlUiences  ot  this  occasion,  ninst  soon 
be  numbered  with  tlie  congregation  of  otlier  days,  'i'he 
time  of  our  departure  is  at  liand  to  make  way  lor  our 
successors  in  the  theatre  of  life.  I  t  may  be  that  our  pos- 
terity will  assemble  here  to  review  their  j)ast.  Shall  it 
be  amid  joy  or  sorrow  ?  The  answer  is  in  part  left  to 
us.  May  he,  who,  at  the  distance  ol'  anolhcM'  centu- 
ry, shall  stand  here  to  celebrate  this  day,  still  look 
around  upon  a  free,  happy  and  vii'tuous  peopl-e  ;  and 
may  the  God  of  our  lathers  give  us  gi-ace  so  to  admin- 
ister the  trust  committed  to  us,  that  our  i-ecord  shall 
enable  the  historian  to  rank  us  with  them,  as  havin<>- 
been  faithful  to  the  principles  which  they  csta])lished. 

[Dr.  St.  John  could  scarcely  have  chosen  more  litting 
words  with  which  to  close  his  address,  had  he  known 
that  they  were  to  be  the  last  of  his  })\iblic  utterance. 
At  the  request  of  his  townsmen,  he  had  prepared  this 
brief  liistorical  record  of  his  native  place,  and  althougli 
the  necessary  work  of  reading  and  searcliing  authorities 
was  much  greatei*  than  would  seem  })robable,  he  took 
much  pleasure  in  it,  so  keen  was  his  interest  in  evei-y 
thing  concerniiig  the  subject.  His  reading  of  the  pa- 
])er,  on  the  l\)urth  of  duly,  was  his  iinal  service  to  the 
friends  and  fellow-citizens  with  whom  his  sympathies 
were  so  close,  his  interests  so  united.  Hut  two  short 
months,  and  the  "time  of  his  departure''  came.  Could 
he  have  spoken  a  farewell  to  the  audience,  which  gave 


him  such  kindly,  synipathL'tic  hearing  on  that  day,  it 
must  still  have  been  sueh  words,  as  yet  linger  in  their 
memories,  reminding  them  that  ''knowledge  is  pow- 
er that  ''without  virtue  there  is  neither  saJety  nor 
hap})iness,''  and  that  relying  u})on  Divine  help,  they 
should  evei'  live  laithful  to  I'ight  ])rineiples  and  ti'ue 
dee(ls.] 
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^         TOWN  CLERKS  OF  NEW  CANAAN. 

Samuel  St.  John,  June  31st,  1801,  continued  to  1824. 
Edward  Nasli,  January  1820.    Continued  to  1835. 
Joseph  Silhnian,  April  1835,  183G,  1837,  1838,  1839. 
Samuel  C.  Silliman,  Jr.,  1840, 1841, 1843,  1844,  1845,  1840,  1847, 
1849,  1850,  1851,  1852. 
David  S.  Rockwell,  1842. 

John  B.  Lambert,  1848,  resigned  in  Feb.  1849,  and  Samuel  C. 
Silliman,  Jr.,  appointed  in  his  place. 
Lucius  ISL  INEonroe,  1854,  1855. 

Noah  W.  Hoyt,  1850,  1857,  1858,  1805,  180G,  1807,  1808,  1809, 
1870,  1771,  1872,  resioned  ^larch  4th  1873,  and  S.  Y.  St.  John  ap- 
pointed. 

Selleck  Y.  St.  John,  1859,  1800,  1801,  1802,  1803,  1804,  1873, 
1874,  1875. 

'    Aunustus  S.  Dann,  1870. 

TOWN  TREASURERS  OF  NEW  CANAAN, 

Samuel  St.  John,  June  1801.    Continued  to  1825. 

Isaac  Richards,  January,  1825. 

Stephen  Hoyt,  Jr.,  1820,  continued  to  1839. 

Charles  Raymond,  1840,  continued  to  1852,  except  the^'ear  1845. 

Wm.  E.  Raymond,  1845. 

Benjamin  Hoyt,  1853,  continu((d  to  1875. 

Augustus  S.  Dann,  1870. 
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NEW  CANAAN  INCOEPORATED  AT  TFi:  MAY  SESSION 

1801. 


KEPltESEN'l'ATlVKS  TO   THE  (JKNKKAL  ASSEMIJI.V. 


Oct.  1801,  Joseph  Silliiimn. 

May  1802," 

0(-t.  1802, 

May  180;], 

Oct.  1803, 

May  1804, 

Oct.  1804, 

May  1805, 

Oct.  1805, 

May  1806, 

Oct.  1800,  Isaac  Riclianls. 

May  1807,  " 

Oct.  1807,  " 

May  1808,  Joseph  SiUiman. 


Oct.  1808,  Joseph  Silhiiian. 
INIay  1809,  Samuel  St.  John. 
Oct.  1800, 

^[ay  1810,  JosejJi  Silliiiiari. 

Oct.  1810,  Saiimel  St.  John. 

May  1811, 

Oct.  1811, 

May  1812, 

Oct.  1812, 

May  1813, 

Oct.  1813, 

May  1814, 

Oct.  1814, 


A  special  session  was  caUed  by  the  Governor,  John  Cotton 
Smith,  on  the  4th  Wednesday  of  January  1815,  to  consider  a  mem- 
orial from  Massachusetts,  New  Hampslhre,  Vermont  and  Rhode 
Island  to  protect  the  petitioners  a^^'ainst  improper  legislation  by 
Congress,    Delegate  to,  the  Convention,  Samuel  St.  John. 


JNfay  1815.  Samuel  St.  John. 
Oct.  1815, 
May  1810,  " 
Oct.  1816, 


May  1817,  Natlian 'Seely. 
Oct.  1817, 
May  1818, 
Oct.  1818, 


A  Constitutional  Convention  was  held  in  1818,  which  discontin- 
ued the  OctoL'er  Session  of  the  General"  Assembly.  Delegate  to 
the  Convention.  Nathan  Seely. 
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IMay  1819,  Isaac  Ricliarcls. 
18l!(),  N:ithan  Sedy. 
18-21,  Stei)lien  Hoyt. 
182'2,  Saiiiiiel  Haynioiul. 
182:^, 
1824, 
M82r), 
1820, 
1827, 
1828, 

1825),  Watia  Coinstoek. 
l8o(),  Samuel  Raymond. 
1831, 

1883, 

1834,  Edwai-a  Nasli. 

1835,  Joseph  Sillimaii. 
1830,  Stoplun  Hoyt,  Jr. 

1837,  Samuel  RaymoiKl. 

1838,  Watts  Comstoek. 
1835), 

1810,  Stephen  Hoyt,  Jr. 
1841,  Samuel  Raymond. 

1812,  Ko  elioice. 

1813,  " 

1811,  " 
1845,  " 

1840,  Hanford  Carter. 
1847, 

Constitution  amended  makino- 
Jan.  1877,  Wilham  E.  Husted. 


I\rayl848,  Buying  D.  Purdy. 
184i>,  Timothy  E.  Raymond. 

1850,  Joseph  Silliman. 

1851,  (Jeorj^e  (Jearlieart. 

1852,  (Jarlish'  IJOek^vood. 

1853,  Sanui(4  K  Ijockwood. 

1854,  Benjamin  N.  Heatli. 

1855,  Samuel  K.  T^oekwood. 
185(1,  Renjamin  Jloyt. 
1857,  Noah  \V.  Hoyt, 
1858, 

1851),  AVm.  E.  Raymond. 
1800,  Re  njamin  N.  Heath. 
1801, 

1802,  Benjamin  Hoyt. 

1803,  Ebenezt  r  J.  Richards. 

1804,  Stephen  H.  Pardee. 

1805,  'A  polios  Com  stock. 
180G,  Caleb  S.  Benedict. 
18()7,  Charles  Raymond. 
1808,  Ebenezer  J.  Richards, 
1800,  Francis  L.  Aiken. 

1870,  Mark  Staples. 

1871,  " 

1872,  Caleb  S.  Benedict. 

1873,  Burlino-  D.  Purdy. 

1874,  " 

1875,  Justus  E.  Hoyt. 
1870,  Ihu-hno-  1).  Purdy. 

ranuary  Session. 


i 
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NEW  CANxVAN  POSTIMASTEKS. 

Post  Office  Dkpaetment, 
Appointment  Offi ce, 
Wasiiinoton,  D.  C,  July  ryni,  187(). 
N.  W.  Jloyt,  Esq.,  r.  M.,  New  Canaan.  Of. 
^      SiK  :  • 

In  compliance  with  the  request  contained  in  your  note  of  the 
30th  of  June,  I  take  pleasure  in  furnishing  you  with  the  date  of  the 
establishment  of  the  Post  Ollice  at  New  Canaan,  and  also  the  names 
and  date  of  appointment  of  the  several  Postmasters  up  to  the  pres- 
ent time,  to  Wit : 

OHice  at  New  Canaan,  establlslied  Jan.  Pjth  1818. 

Samuel  St.  John,  aj^pointed  Postmaster,  Jan.  19th,  1818. 

Edward  Nash,            "  "  Jan.  25th,  1825. 

Erastus  Seely,            "  Mar.  8th,  1883. 

Tliomas  S.  Husted,     "  "  Nov.  23d,  1833. 

Charles  Paymondr      "  "  INIar.  2Gtli,  1839. 

Thomas  S.  Husted,     "  July    3d,  1841. 

Charles  Raymond,      "  "  Sept.  4th,  1844. 

Benjamin  Hoyt,         "  "  Dec.  12tli,  1849. 

Sam'l  C.  SiUiman,  Jr  "  "  June  23d,  1853. 

Henry  B.  Hoyt,          "  "  Sept.   3d,  1853. 

Noah  W.  Hoyt,          "  "  Apr.  2()th,  18()1. 

Stephen  H.  l^irdee,*  "  "  Aug.  24tli,  1800. 

Noah  W.  Hoyt,           "  "  :Mar.    22d,  18G9. 

Noali  W.  Hoyt,  Pe-apiiointed,  Dec  11th,  1872. 
Who  is  the  present  incumbent. 

The  foregoing  end^races  the  entire  history  of  the  office,  astound 
on  tlie  books  of  tlie  Department,  and  which  is  believed  to  be  cor- 
rect.   I  am  sir,  respectfully,  Your  ob't  serv't, 

JAIMES  H.  IVIAllR, 
Acting  Eirst  Ass't.  P.  General. 

*Mr.  Pardee  was  appointed  Postmaster  by  President  .Tobnson.  but  never 
entered  upon  the  duties  of  the  office. 


Si 
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LIST  OF  SOLDIEKS  WHO  SERVED  IN  THE  WAR  FOR 

THE  UNION. 

FIRST  REGIMENT  HEAVY  ARTILLERY,  C.  V. 

Francis  IM.  Jeiinin^-^,  inustored  out. 

John  AViilsli,  nuistered  out. 

Alfred  Howard,  deserted. 

^Varren  Si  Palmer,  mustered  out. 

Albiu  J.  R.  Sims,  mustered  out. 

Patrick  Welch,  deserted,  August  10th,  18G5. 

SECOND    CONNECTICUT  ARTILLERY, 

John  J.  Abbott,  died  of  wounds. 

Chauncey  E.  Brown,  mustered  out. 

George  W.  Brown,  wounded,  died. 

Enos  S.  Benedict,  wounded. 

Orange  S.  Brown,  wounded,  Feb.  (5,  18G5. 

Thomas  INIilnes,  mustered  out. 

Erastus  Ruscoe,  wounded,  mustered  out. 

Charles  Ruscoe,  mustered  out. 

Frederick  D.  Painter,  killed. 

Samuel  B.  Ferris,  killed. 

William  B.  Shaw,  mustered  out. 

THIRD  REGIMENT,  C.  V. 

Charles  A.  Seymour. 
Charles  Doulens. 
Edward  D.  Arnold. 
Peter  Bennett. 
John  T.  Fancher. 
Charles  Hunnewell. 
Charles  H.  Harting. 
Enos  Kellogg. 
William  H.  Laire. 
Henry  INIarrs. 
William  H.  Oflen. 
George  Sherwood. 
George  J.  Stevens 

NEWBERRY 
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AVilliam  H.  Seeley. 
Walter  H.  Worroil. 
l»()l)ert  Wilson, 

FIRST  REGIMENT  CAVALHV. 

Weston  Ferris. 
George  Yoiinf>s, 
^Geor<>e  Weed. 

Finn  REOIMENT  INFANTRY,  C.  V. 

Lewis  Slauson,  discharged. 
Isaac  Vailein,  le-enlisted  veteran. 
Henry  Heaton,  killed. 

SIXTH  REGIMENT  INFANTRY. 

Shevelose  Arnold,  mustered  out. 

AndreAv  P.  Bartow,  discharged. 

Joliii  ]\£ertins,  niusteivd  out. 

Joseph  Jones,  died. 

John  Seely,  died. 

Edward  M.  Harting,  killed. 

Samuel  I^outon,  nuistered  out. 

]\[attliew  ]\Iurphy,  mustered  out. 

Alanson  IVIonroe,  wounded,  mustered  out. 

John  Wagner,  mustered  out. 

SEVENTH  REGOIENT  INFANTRY. 

John  H.  Bishop,  re-enlisted  veteran,  mustered  out. 
Bobert  L.  Keith,  mustered  out. 
Frederick  Beel,  mustered  out. 
Watsf)n  Good  well,  mustered  out. 

EIGHTH  REGIMENT  INFANTRY. 

James  Conly,  re-enlisted  veteran,  nmstered  out. 

Bobert  N.  Hoy,  mustered  out. 

Herbeii  Vivian,  deserted,  substitute. 

Barney  Connor,  transferred  to  U.  S.  N. 

Aaron  G.  Sherwood,  discharged. 

AVilliam  ]\L  Sloan,  discharged. 

Samuel  A.  \\'eed,  transferred  to  invalid  corps. 
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William  Kiii<>',  substitute,  dosertod. 

TEN'I'H  ItlXilMKN  T  INFANTRY,  C.  V. 

Charles  H.  Hardin*;",  imistered  out. 

Oeorj^e  \V.  Smith,  1st.  Lieut.,  resigned. 

Bradley  S.  Keith,  mustercHl  out. 

•lohu  At.  lieiiedict,  deserted. 

Oljver  L.  Ayres,  dischai'^ed,  disablity. 

I'rederirk  lianzhaf,  discharj^^ed,  term  expired. 

•lohu  l^arber,  disehar<;ed,  term  expired. 

Samuel  li.  Barker,  re-enlisted  veteran,  mustered  out. 

James  W.  lienediet,  mustered  out. 

Isaa(!  l>o^ve,  re-enlisted  veteran,  mustered  out. 

Alfred  L.  Bi-ower,  died. 

John  J.  Brown,  dischar<>ed, 

.Joseph  ]\f.  Brown,  died. 

Eli  Ijurehard,  died. 

( i  eor<>-e       Burtis,  re-enlisted  veteran,  mustered  out. 
John  lJuxton,  diseharged. 
John  Darrah,  disehar^^ed. 
Edf^ar  Davis,  term  expired. 
Rolx^rt  Dunn,  died. 

John  Ha<;le,  re-enlisted  veteran,  mustered  out. 
Patrick  llannaber^-,  term  expired. 
( lliarles  L.  James,  dischar<4ed. 

Andrew  F.  .Tones,  re-enlisted  veteran,  wounded,  mustered  out. 
(ieor<;e  Kello«><4-,  discharged. 

Alfred  Kellogg,  re-enlisted  veteran,  died  Oct.  18()4. 
Sidney  11.  Lounsbury,  re-enlisted  veteran,  mustered  out. 
Albert  M.  Mahoney,  re-enlisted  vet.,  wounded,  mustered  out.  * 
J(jhn  McBherson,  re-enlisted  vetf  ran,  mu.stered  out. 
George  Murphy,  term  expired. 
Bernard  ]\Iurphy,  discharged. 

William  H.  Often,  re-enlisted  veteran,  nnistered  out. 
}li\nv  V\  Wnnovrr.  t<v\u  c\)n\(Al 
Sanuul  S.  l\n\>(\v,  discharged.  0<^^  IS.  jSiil. 
Oeorge  Scott,  re-enlislcd  vetei'an,  niustcicd  out. 
John  K.  Seeley,  re-enlisted  vetei-an,  mustn-ed  out. 


52 


William  P.  Smallhorn,  term  expired. 

Orriii  H.  Stephens,  re-enlisted  veteran,  mustered  out. 

Marcus  Smith,  discharged. 

Christal  Wagner,  re-enlisted  veteran,  died. 

Andrew  Wakeman,  re-enlisted  veteran,  mustered  out. 

Charles  Weed,  discharged,  Dec.  19.  18G1. 

Wm,  A.  Wood,  2d,  captured,  mustered  out. 

Leonard  AV.  Fancher,  discharged  18G5. 

Isaac  }j.  Tucker,  mustered  out. 

Henry  Tucker,  mustered  out. 

Josei)h  E.  Wells,  discharged  18G5. 

Walter  H.  VVorrell,  mustered  out. 

George  Johnson,  2d,  substitute,  deserted. 

John  Wilson,  substitute,  mustered  out. 

ELEVEN IH  REGIMENT,  RECIIUITS. 

Charles  Fisher,  substitute,  mustered  out. 
John  Harris,  substitute,  mustered  out. 
Peter  O'Brien,  wounded,  discharged. 

TWELFTB  REGIMENT. 

Alonzo  p.  Abbott,  re-enlisted  veteran,  mustered  out. 
George  Alden, 

James  J.  Everson,       "  "  " 

Joseph  H.  Everett,      "  *'  " 

Patrick  Furnien,  discharged,  disability. 

John  Welsh,  re-enlisted  veteran,  mustered  out. 

Patrick  Fitzpatrick,  discharged. 

George  Howard,  substitute  mustered  out. 

THIRTEENTH  REGIMENT. 

ApoUos  Comstock,  Capt.,  wounded,  mustered  out. 
Wm.  E.  Bradley,  1st.  Lieut.,  honorably  discharged. 
Jonathan  Austin,  re-enlisted  veteran,  mustered  out. 
Aaron  Benedict,  died. 

John  W.  Brown,  wounded,  discharged  18G5. 
Eli  Dann,  discharged. 
Wilber  F.  Gilder,  discharged. 
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William  W.  Joucs,  ro-enlistcd  vcterim,  inusteied  out. 

Eilwai'cl  A.  Lapiuaii,  dischar^od. 

Edwin  JMonroo,  term  expired. 

William  lei.  Monroe,  diseliar^ed. 

Charles  Nichols,  re-enlisted  veteran,  mustered  out. 

Wiliiiim  H.  Seeley,  disehar<^ed. 

Francis  E.  .W(?ed,  re-enlisted  veteran,  mustered  out. 

Israel  Wood,  discliar <^ed. 

Liiuis  Wood,  discliarg(Hl. 

FOURTEENTH  REGIMENT. 

Jean  Paul,  sub.  mustered  July  25th,  deserted  Aug.  14th,  1804. 
Jolui  Stevens,  sul)stitute,  transterred. 
Charles  J.  Hanford,  substitute,  died. 
Andon  ]\renke,  substitute,  deserted. 

SEVENTEENTH  RP:G0IENT. 

Elias  Buttery,  died. 

James  L.  Dyer,  discharged,  disa))ility. 

George  F.  Olmsted,  nuistered  out. 

Joseph  H.  Lockwood,  mustered  out. 

Andrew  Scotit'ld,  mustered  out. 

Hezelviah  Wood,  mustered  out. 

Piitrick  Norton,  mustered  out. 

Sylvester  Albin,  mustered  out. 

Rufus  S.  Benedict,  mustered  out. 

Jesse  W.  Tucker,  mustered  out. 

Enos  Kellogg,  Capt.  mustered  out. 

J.  Irving  13enedict,  1st  Lieut.^  resigned. 

James  H.  Ayres,  2d,  Lieut.,  mustered  out. 

Francis  INI.  Bliss,  Sergeant,  resigned. 

Isaac  N.  Crissey,  wounded,  transferred  to  Invalid  Corps. 

Warren  S.  Palmer,  discharged,  disability. 

Samuel  Comstock,  died. 

Peter  Bennett,  discharged,\lisability. 

George  J.  Stevens,  mustered  out. 

Levi  St.  John  Weed,  nuistered  out. 

Joseph  F.  Seeley,  discharged,  disability. 

Norbert  Bossa,  musterenl  out. 
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Isaac  B.  Brown,  mustered  (nit. 
Charles  A.  Weed,  died. 

]\Iile.s  ().  Jones,  transfered  veteran  res(;rve  corps. 
James  Ij.  Hodges,  mustered  out, 
Da\id  ^M.  Avery,  wounded,  mustered  out. 
Jolin  Acker,  mustered  out. 
\V  illiam  L.  Brcnvn,  discharged,  disabihty. 
'Andrew  B.  l^enedii-t,  mustered  out. 
.John  (leorj^e  Banzhof,  mustered  out. 
Bol)ert  Bisliop,  discliarged,  disabihty. 
Lorin  W.  Britto,  mustered  out. 
John  L.  Byington,  discliarge  d. 
Lewis  B.  Ikaiedict,  discharged,  disaljihty. 
Frank  Britto,  discharged,  disabihty. 
William  C.  Bell,  mustered  out. 
David  C.  Comstock,  Jr.,  discharged. 
Andrew  Crabb,  mustered  out. 
Stephen  ( 'omstock,  nuistered  out. 
Lyman  W.  C'rabb,  nuistered  out. 
Levi  Dixon,  discharged,  disability. 
AVilliam  H.  DeFoirest,  discharged,  disability, 
Thomas  Driscoll,  discharged,  disability. 
Samu(;l  Ei.  DeForrest,  mustered  out. 
Maxim'n  DeFisheur,  discharged,  disabihty. 
Christian  Faber,  mustered  out. 
Sanuiel  AV.  Fox,  mustered  out. 
John  (Ireenewald,  nuistered  out. 
Augustus  (xanning,  discharged,  disabiliiy. 
Sanuiel  Gray,  mustered  out. 
Orrin  Harrison,  mustered  out. 
John  S.  Haas,  nuistered  out. 
William  Ilartung,  died. 
John  Kaiser,  mustered  out. 
Eliphalet  :\read,  killed. 
Alanson  F.  Monroe,  discharged,  disability. 
Orson  C.  Ogden,  discharged,  disaV)ility. 
Samuel  S.  Osborn,  discharged,  disabihty. 
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Christopher  S.  Ohnstead,  died. 

Henry  lY^att,  dischai'ged,  disabihty. 

George  H.  l*ot,is,  diH('har<^-ed,  disal)ihty. 

Ebeiiezer  J.  Pattenden,  iiuistered  out. 

(leorge  Patterson,  di(Hl. 

()eor<^-e  J^].  Purdy,  mustered  out. 

Seth  Remi]igton,  mustered  out. 

jV)hn  W.  Raymond,  discharged,  disabihty. 

xVrza  Ivaymond,  mastered  out. 

Cyrus  Raymond,  mustered  out. 

C.  Edward  Raymond,  discliarged,  disabihty. 

Edward  Richards,  (bed. 

De\Vitt  C.  Ruscoe,  mustei-ed  out. 

Lewis  Randk%  died. 

(vhauncey  Raymond,  discharged,  disabihty. 
Fh)yd  8.  Ruscoe,  mustered  out. 
.   Justus  M.  Silliman,  mustered  out. 
Charh'S  E.  Seel}',  mustered  out. 
James  A.  SmaUliorn,  nmstered  out. 
George  H.  Wood,  died. 
Francis  AVeinberg,  mustered  o\it. 
Wihiam  Wilson,  nmstered  out. 
]\Iartin  Wassing,  discharged,  disability. 
Squire  A.  Waterbury,  discharged,  disability. 
George  E,  AVaterbury,  transferre<l  to  Veteran  Reserve  Corps. 
Harry  AVaterbury,  mustered  out. 
George  W.  AVeed,  mustered  out. 
C'harles  L.  Bartow,  mustc-red  out. 
John  l^irdsall,  di(Ml. 
Charles  Crofoot,  mustered  out. 
William  S.  Fitch,  mustered  out. 
Patrick  Innis,  mustered  out. 
Charles  Yitenheimer,  mustered  out. 
William  Wright. 

TWENTY-EIGHTH  REGIMENT. 


Joseph  C.  Ch-onk,  mustered  out. 
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TWENTY-NINTH  IlEGIMENT 

Joseph  Thomson,  mustered  out. 
Joseph  Adams,  mustered  out. 
Daniel  AVakeman,  discliarged,  disabiUty. 
Nelson  li.  Copes,  mustered  out. 
George  W.  Thomson,  mustered  out. 
Wilham  Jetierson,  uiustered  out. 
l^erry  Wilhams,  mustered  out. 


SELECTi\[EN  OF  NEW  CANAAN. 

Isaac  Ricliards,  June  ISOI,  (time  of  organiziition)  to  December 
1801,  continued  to  1810,   1819,1820.    October,  1821,1822. 

Joseph  Seely,  June  1801.    December  1801,  continued  to  1804. 

Isaac  Benedict,  Decend)er  1805,  continued  to  1818,  except  1811, 
re-elected  1812  and  continued  to  1817. 

Jesse  Richards,  December  1805,  continued  to  1807. 

Enos  Weed,  1808,  continued  to  1811. 

Nathan  Seely,  1811. 

Samuel  Boult,  1811. 

David  Stevens,  1812,  continued  to  181(). 

James  T.  Ells,  1814. 

Jonathan  B.  Benedict,   1815,  1810,  1811),  1820,  October  1821, 
continued  to  182G,  1832,  1888,  1884. 
Aaron  Comstock,  1817,  1818. 
Ebenezer  Hanford,  1817,  1818. 
Ebenezer  (^rol'ut,  1817,  1818. 

Stephen  Hoyt,  1810,  1820,  October  1821  continued  to  1881. 

Seth  Weed,  1828,  continued  to  1881. 

Eliphak-t  St.  John,  1820. 

Holly  Hanford,  1827,  continued  to  1882. 

Joseph  Silliman,  1882. 

Hezekiah  St.  John,  1888,  continued  to  1889. 
Hanford  Daven])ort,  1888,  1884. 
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Watts  Comstock,  188^,  coiitinuea  to  18^8,  18-45,  18i8. 
Haiit'ord   Carter,  18:^5,  coiitiniu'd  to  184] ,  1848,  1844,  1841),  to 
1848. 

Daniel  Bostwick,  1840,  continued  to  1842. 

Samuel  Hoyt,  1842. 

John  liavniond,  1848,  1844. 

James  i^ittison,  1814. 

hezron  L.  Ayres,  1845,  184(). 

Charles  Raymond,  1845,  1847,  1857,  1858. 

Alfr.-d  KaynKmd,  I84(j,  1852,  1858,  1854,  1855. 

Caleb  S.  Benedict,  1847. 

Andrew  Bi'nedi(;t  1848,  continued  to  1852. 

Thomas  Raymond,  1840. 

Uzal  Husled,  184J). 

S}^  van  us  Seely,  1850. 

John  Warren,  1850. 

Burling  D.  Purdy,  1851,  1871,  1872,  1874,  1875,  187G. 

iStephen  lloyt,  1851. 

Peter  Smith,  1852,  continued  to  1800. 

WiUiam  L.  Waring,  1858,  continued  to  1870. 

Samuel  C.  Silliman,  Jr.,  185(). 

Nehemiah  E.Weed,  185!),  continued  to  1808. 

David  B.  Hoyt,  18()1. 

(leorge  Lockwood,  18(52. 

Ira  P.  Davis,  1808. 

Benjamin  Hoyt,  18()4,  continued  to  1870. 
Andrew  K.  Comstock,  1804,  continued  1807. 
Samuel  K.  Lockwood,  1808,  continued  to  1875. 
Joseph  F.  Silliman,  1878. 
Thomas  M.  Fairty.  1870. 


OBITUARY. 


In  accordance  with  the  wish  of  some  of  the  citizens  of  New  Ca- 
nai^i,  an  editorial,  from  tlie  Stamford  A.dvocate,  embodying  the 
formal  expression  of  the  public  sentiment  in  regard  to  the  death  of 
Prof.  St.  John,  resolutions  adopted,  etc.,  has  been  included  in  this 
pamphlet  : 

NEW  CANAAN'S  IRREPARABLE  LOSS. 

death   of  one  of    her  FOltEIMOST  CmZENS    AND  BEST  BELOVED    SONS — 

rnoF.  sA:\mEL  st.  john  no  more — peaceful  end  of  a  noble  and 

BEAUTIFUL  LIFE— PUBLIC   DEMONSTATIONS  OF  RESPECT   AND  SORIIOW. 

Very  rarely  does  the  loss  of  a  citizen  occasion  such  a  deep  and 
heart ful  sorrow— such  a  wide-spread  and  universal  sense  of  be- 
reav(>ment  in  any  comnumity  as  the  death  of  l^rof.  Samuel  St.  John 
does  in  the  town  of  New  Canaaiu  It  is  another  proof  that  real 
goodness— real  nobility  of  character — will  compel  a  recognition  in 
every  class  of  society,  and  when  such  a  man  is  taken  away  there  is 
no  exception  to  the  general  sorrow,  and  tlie  humble,  the  proud,  tlie 
poor,  the  rich,  the  vulgar,  the  relined,  tlie  reckless  and  the  thought- 
ful—all  unite,  for  a  time  at  least,  in  one  common  bond  of  mutual 
grief.  Well  is  it  for  those  on  whom  the  lesson  makes  a  permanent 
impression — Avho  are  able  to  grasp  the  full  meaning  of  such  a  life, 
and  who  resolve  to  make  it  a  model  for  tlieir  own.  Dr.  St.  John 
was  loved  in  New  Canaan  as  few  men  are  loved  in  any  community. 
Born  a  native  of  the  village,  he  ever  regarded  New  Canaan  as  his 
home  no  matter  how  far  away  circumstances  led  him  in  the  active 
labors  of  his  life.  New  Canaan  was  the  scene  of  his  childish  and 
youthful  memories,  and  in  his  riper  years,  when  circumstances  jjer- 
mitted,  New  Canaan  was  his  chosen  and  permanent  home.  He 
was  known  and  beloved  by  ever^^body  in  the  town,  young  and  old 
alike.  He  was  a  warm  friend  of  every  project  having  for  its  object 
tlie  good  of  the  town,  and  devoted  his  time,  talents  and  means  to 
promote  its  interests..    He  was  a  true  patriot,  loving  his  country 
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and  her  institutions  with  all  loyal  aft'cction,  but  his  scholarly  and 
philosophical  nihid — his  broad  iiitellectnal  culture,  "rich  with  the 
spoils  of  time,"  and  with  tlie  results  of  his  own  keen  observation 
and  original  research  in  the  domain  of  scien(;e  and  learning" — 
made  him  more  than  willing  to  keep  aloof  from  active  connection 
with  the  management  of  partizan  struggles. 

We  cannot,  however,  here  and  now  give  anything  like  a  compre- 
hensive analysis,  or  pay  an  adequate  tribute  to  the  character  of  one 
who  for  his  profound  learning,  useful  life  labors,  and  noble  exam- 
ple of  unselfishness  and  integrity  was  an  honor,  not  only  to  New 
C.anaan  but  to  the  state  of  Connecticut,  which  has  lost  many  l)etter 
known  citizens  in  the  last  ten  years,  but  none  of  more  solid  attain- 
ments or  more  real  worth.  We  .must  j^i'^^ceed  to  give  a  brief 
sketch  of  his  history  from  the  too  scanty  data  we  have  been  able  to 
obtain.  Samuel  St.  John  was  born  in  New  C-anaan,  ]\Iarch  29, 
1813,  and  was  therefore  in  his  ()8d  year  at  the  time  of  his  deatli. 
He  graduated  at  Yale  college  in  the  class  of  18:y.  In  1888  he  ac- 
cepted an  appointment  as  Pi'ofessor  of  Chemistry,  ]Minerology  and 
Geology  in  the  Westc^rn  Reserve  college,  at  Hudson,  Ohio,  in  which 
ollice  he  remained  until  1851.  He  was  Princii)al  of  the  Cleveland 
Seminary  for  young  ladies,  from  1852  till  185(5,  and  during  this 
time  was  Professor  of  Chemistry  and  INFedical  Jurisprudence  in  the 
Cleveland  Medic:d  (College.  In  185()  he  was  appointed  Pi'ofessor 
of  C'hemistry  and  IVIedical  Jurisprudence  in  the  college  of  I^hysi- 
cians  and  Surgeons  in  New  York  city.  Tliis  position  he  held  until 
his  death.  AVhen  appointed  to  the  New  York  college  he  made  his 
home  in  his  native  village,  and  continued  to  take  an  active  interest 
in  all  enterprises  undertaken  for  the  benefit  of  the  place.  He  was 
one  of  the  first  and  best  friends  of  the  New  Canaan  railroad.  He 
became  president  of  the  company,  and  to  him  is  greatly  due  the 
success  of  the  enterprise.  One  of  his  last  conspicuous  public  ser- 
vices was  the  writing  of  a  ''History  of  New  Canaan,"  which  he  read 
at  the  celebration  of  the  centennial  Fourth  of  July,  and  which,  when 
printed,  will  be  an  enduring  memorial  of  his  interest  in  New 
Canaan  and  its  people  as  well  as  of  his  literary  skill.  In  1885,  Dr. 
St.  John  visited  Europe  in  company  with  Dr.  Parker.  He  went  to 
Europe  a  second  time,  and  once  more,  in  1878,  visited  the  Vienna 
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Exposition  in  company  with  his  son  and  daughtei".  His  last  sick- 
ness began  about  three  weeks  ago,  and  was  the  cuhnination  of  a 
kidney  disease  wliich  had  long  troubled  him.  His  death  took 
pla(*e  at  half  past  six  o'clock,  on  Saturday  morning,  September  9th. 

1'U15LK;   JjEMONSTRATlONS  OF  SORROW  THE  FUNERAL. 

As  soon  as  the  death  was  announced  to  the  public  the  flags  in  the 
villajVe  were  placed  at  half-mast.  The  locomotive  and  cars  of  the 
New  Canaan  railroad  \vere  draped  in  mourning.  A  public  meet- 
ing was  called  on  jMonday  morning  in  the  Congregational  church, 
to  give  some  formal  expression  to  the  public  sentiment.  IVIr.  N. 
\\^  Hoyt  was  chairman,  and  lion.  W.  E.  Rayjuond,  secretary. 
On  motion  of  Willard  Parker,  Jr.,  a  committee  was  appointed  to 
draft  resolutions  suitable  to  the  occasion.  This  conmiittee  consis- 
ted of  Messrs.  Willard  Parker,  Seymour  Comstock,  D.  S.  Rockwell, 
AV.  L.  Waring  and  Rev.  Joseph  Greenleaf.  Dr.  Willard  Parker 
addressed  the  meeting,  giving  a  succinct  history  of  his  acquain- 
tance with  the  deceased,  and  paying  a  just  tribute  to  his  memory. 
In  the  coiirse  of  liis  remarks  he  said  .  "I  don't  say  I  have  never 
seen  a  greater  man  in  the  profession,  but  taking  Ijim  all  and  all  I 
have  never  knowai  a  greater  anel  better  man  than  Samuel  St.  John." 
The  committee  reported  the  following  resolutions,  which  were 
adopted  unanimously : 

W^hcn'os,  We  have  learned  witli  sincere  sorrow  of  the  death  of 
our  late  citizen.  Professor  Samuel  St.  John ;  and 

Wheiras,  In  all  that  related  to  the  welfare  of  this  town  he  was 
ever  a  zealous  co-worker,  giving  liberally  not  only  of  his  means, 
1)ut  of  the  best  labors  of  his  life  ;  and 

WJtcrcds,  From  his  readiness  to  impart  to  otliers  of  his  unusual- 
ly ext(!nsive  and  varied  store  of  scientilic  knowledge,  he  has  done 
much  to  eh'vate  the  standard  of  education  amcmg  us  ;  and 

W^hi  n  as,  Erom>his  high  sense  of  right,  active  benevolence,  and 
strict  regard  for  all  that  was  honorable,  he  has  set  an  example  of 
Christian  living  well  worth  imitation  ;  therefore  be  it 

Resoh-ed^  That  in  his  deatli  this  town  has  lost  a  devoted  and 
honored  citizen. 

Jtesolt'ed,  That  as  a  tribute  to  liis  memory,  we  recommend  that 
the  various  places  of  business  be  closed  at  the  hoin-  of  his  funeral 
and  that  the  bells  of  the  churches  be  toUed. 
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JResolved,  Tliat  a  copy  of  tliese  resolutions  be  sent  to  the  family, 
and  published  in  the  Stamford  Advocate  and  Nouayalk  Gazktte,  and 
also  that  the  Town  Clerk  be  requested  to  place  a  copy  of  them 
among  the  records  of  the  town. 

WiLLARD  Parker,  Jr.,  Chairman. 

Seymour  Coimstock,  | 

D.  S.  IIo(;kwell,       I  -li 
-r  '  Committee. 

Jos.  (treenlkaf,  j 

*  '  AV:\r.  L.  Warinc^.  J 

In  seconding  the  resolutions  Mr.  O.  E.  Bright  made  a  brief  ad- 
dress which  Avas  recognized  as  both  timely  and  touching  by  all 
present.    His  remarks  were  substantially  as  follows  : 

]\[r.  Chairman  : — I  could  not  add  anything  to  Dr.  Parker's  touch- 
ing tribute  ;  but  my  intercourse  Avitli  J)r.  St.  John  during  the  past 
four  years,  and  the  testimony  which  I  have  heard  from  those  avIio 
have  always  known  him,  lead  me,  with  your  |>ermission,  to  say  a 
few  Avords. 

The  people  of  Ncav  Canaan  could  nut  fail  to  take  special  notice 
of  the  death  of  Dr.  St.  John,  for  they  have  lost  not  only  a  valued 
and  respected  neighbor,  but  a  citizen  Avho  Avas  an  oriRiment  alike 
to  his  profession,  and  to  the  state,  and  to  society. 

He  Avas  distinguished  as  a  physician  and  he  excelled  in  science, 
and  our  pride 'in  hiin  for  these  things  Avould  prompt  us  to  com- 
memorate his  life.  But  I  take  it  that  the  sens(3  of  a  great  loss, 
which  ])ervades  the  community,  springs  principally  trom  our  ap- 
preciation of  his  character.  It  is  liis  personal  cpialities,  developed 
and  exhibited  in  his  life  liere,  that  Ave  iioav  rt^call  and  that  we  sliall 
ever  regard  as  our  peculiar  treasure. 

Wlien'  Ave  recognize  integrity  Ave  consciously  regard  its  possessor 
with  very  high  respect.  But  Avlien  Ave  speak  of  Dr.  St.  John's  in- 
tegrity, Ave  think  of  it  as  one  of  the  strong  traits  of  his  nature  that 
nmst  have  commenced  its  development  Avith  his  earliest  intelli- 
gence, and  that  grcAV  Avitli  his  intelhictual  strc^ngth  through  all  the 
years  of  his  life,  and  gave  direction  and  tone  to  every  action.  He 
exhibited  at  all  times  the  humility  of  true  moral  greatness,  and  yet 
we  could  observe  in  him  a  noble  pride  springing  from  the  habitual 
integrity  of  his  purposes. 

\V  ho  is  there  in  tliis  community  that  has  not  at  some  time  ])een 
benelitted  and  guided  l)y  his  Avise  and  gentle  counsel  V  In  personal 
matters,  in  social  affairs,  in  public  measures,  liis  inikience  Avas  al- 
Avays  beneticent  and  strong. 

He  Avas  remark<al)le  as  a  teacher,  liy  patient  and  clear  exposi- 
tion and  illusti-ation  he  im]iarted  knoAvledge  to  his  felloAV  njen. 
He  unfolded  tlie  Avonders  of  astroiuMiiA'  and  the  secrets  of  chemis- 
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try  ;  and  what  is  best  of  all,  he  helped  to  make  the  great  truths  of 
acience  serviceable  to  men  in  their  daily  av(jeations.  We  cainiot 
overestimate  the  value — the  greatness  of  the  office  of  a  teacher. 
This  was  part  of  the  mission  of  the  Divine  Master  in  His  days  up- 
on earth,  and  how  reverentlv  men  speidt  of  Him  as  the  (^reat 
Teaclier. 

])r.  St.  John  felt  a  deep  interest  in  tlie  w^elfare  and  history  of 
New  ('anaan,  and  when  a  social  or  a  famity  occasion,  or  a  public 
C()nnriemoration,  needed  the  pen  and  the  voice  of  a  graceful  histori- 
an. Dr.  St.  Jolni  came  to  every  one's  thought.  And  how  clear  and 
just  was  his  narrative,  and  how  beautiful  and  tender  were  his  remi- 
nisences. 

In  every  relation  his  influence  was  for  good.  The  constant  im- 
pulses of  his  nature  were  towards  truth  and  virtue  and  culture, 
and  we  all  felt,  and  will  gratefully  remember,  that  he  was  in  the 
higlu^st  and  best  sense  of  the  term  a  scholar  and  a  gentleman. 

It  is  impossil)le  to  cojitemplate  his  death  without  sadness.  He 
has  been  removed  from  a  wide  sphere  of  usefulness,  and  fanuly  ties 
of  singular  strength  and  tenderness  have  been  broken,  init  with 
this  painful  reliection  comes  tlie  thought  of  the  endless  joys  in  the 
future  life  of  which  his  truth  and  his  purity  and  his  faitli  were  the 
sure  pledg(\ 

Let  us  remember,  too,  how  precious  in  all  the  future  history  of 
New  Canaan  will  be  the  memory  of  his  life  and  example — the  mem- 
ory of  a  life  spent  in  the  sincere  discharge  of  duty  to  (lod  and  to 
men. 

The  funeral  services  took  place  in  St.  IMark's  Episcopal  church, 
(of  which  deceased  was  a  mend^er  and  Wanlen  of  the  Vestry),  on 
INIonday,  and  brought  out  the  largest  attendance  ever  known  at  a 
funeral  in  New  Canaan.  The  services  were  conducted  by  the  rec- 
tor, liev.  ^Ir.  Halhim,  assisted  by  Kev.  (-has.  Selieck,  of  Norwalk, 
and  a  3'oung  minister  from  tlie  city.  During  the  ceremony  the 
stores  and  factories  in  the  village  were  closed  and  business  entir(^- 
ly  suspended.  The  church  was  beautifully  and  elaborately  draped 
with  appropriate  endjlems.  The  employees  of  the  rjiilroad  sent  a 
broken  column  made  of  tlowers,  and  the  members  of  Mr.  St.  Jolm's 
Suuilay  sclu>ol  class  contributed  a  beautiful  wreath  surrounding 
tlu'  motto  :  "Our  Teacher."  The  list  of  j^all  bearers  was  as  folk)ws  : 
Dr.  l*:irker,  S.  Y.  St.  John,  N.  \V.  Hoyt,  A.  K.  Comstock,  Stei)hen 
Hoyt,  W.  G.  Webb,  A.  S.  Comstock,  I\  E.  (nhchester,  S.  E.  Keeler, 
A.  E.  Jones,  li  D.  Purdy  and  E.  E.  Weed. 
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At  a  meeting  of  the  Vestry  of  St.  Mark's  Church,  held  Sept.  IJO, 
187(),  the  following  resolutions  were  unaniiniously  adopted  : 

Jiesolvi'd^  That  we,  the  Hector,  AVarden  and  Vestry  of  St.  IMark's 
Church,  having  heard  with  profound  sorrow  of  the  death  of  Prof. 
Samuel  St.  John  of  this  place,  on  the  9th  of  Sept.  187(),-  and  having  * 
united  in  the  public  demonstrations  of  respect  to  his  memory,  avail 
oiu'selves  of  the  first  convenient  op})ortunity  to  express  our  recog- 
niJ:ion  of  tlK3  great  loss  to  this  church,  of  which  he  was  a  member 
and  Junior  Warden,  and  to  whose  interest  he  was  zealously  devo- 
ted, and  while  we  can  no  more  have  his  presence  in  the  house  of 
prayer,  or  nis  counsel  in  business  meetings,  we  have  in  his  faithful 
discharge  of  his  christian  and  olBcial  duties,  an  example  worthy  of 
imitation. 

The  clerk  is  requested  to  send  a  coi)y  of  this  resolution  to  the 
members  of  his  famil}^,  with  the  assurance  of  our  deep  sympathy 
with  them  in  their  bereavement. 

Refiolccd,  That  the  Clerk  of  this  board  and  the  Clerk  of  the  Par- 
ish be  requested  to  enter  the  foregoing  upon  their  respective  re- 
ccu'ds. 

A  true  copy  as  appears  of  record, 

NOAH  W.  HOYT,  Clerk. 
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